Young’s Scouts
Young’s Scouts routed superior enemy forces time and
again early in the Philippine-American War (1899-1902).
The unit was originally comprised of just 25 men, and they
served together for less than a month, but their exploits captured the imagination and admiration of soldier and civilian
alike. Twelve received the Medal of Honor for exceptional
valor on the battlefield. Six others were recognized for extraordinary gallantry in the presence of the enemy. No other
unit garnered such honors.
Ironically, we know little about their eponymic leader, William Henry Young, a civilian.1 Had Young lived, he would
surely be more than a footnote in a war that America soon
wanted to forget. However, the wound Young suffered at

San Miguel de Mayumo on May 13, 1899 proved fatal, and
he disappeared from popular history. Young remains a mystery figure, but the legend of Young’s Scouts lives. Their
courageous charge across a burning bridge at Tarbon three
days after Young was wounded is preserved for future generations in the painting, “Soldiers in the Sun.”
Lawton’s First Scouts2
Soon after Major General Henry Ware Lawton arrived in
the Philippines in early 1899, he ordered every company in
his command, including the Volunteers, to designate five
“sharpshooters” as scouts. For his Laguna de Bay Campaign south of Manila (April 8-19), Lawton organized these
scouts into a 200-man strike force. Problems in provisioning

Driving an entrenched enemy away, Young’s Scouts saved a key bridge from being destroyed by fire on the American campaign to capture San Isidro, the seat of Filipino government. One Scout was killed in the assault. Capturing the bridge saved the Americans two days
of marching. The Army National Guard commissioned this painting by Donna Neary.
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Situated just north of the Equator, almost 7,000 miles west of San Francisco, the Philippines archipelago became a bloody and dangerous place to soldier. The U.S. suffered 1,005 deaths from combat, and more than 6,000 deaths from disease and other causes.
Most fighting in the first year took place within 50 miles of Manila, on Luzon, the largest island of the former Spanish colony. .
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them soon led to dissolution of the unit, and the men returned to their companies. Nonetheless, these
“sharpshooters” continued to serve as the advance guard
for their regiments.
Lawton’s Move North
After Lawton’s Laguna de Bay Campaign pushed the enemy back on the southern front, the Americans turned their
attention north, to the Filipino seat of government at San
Isidro, 50 straight-line miles from Manila. Lawton was to
lead the right wing of an American advance to capture that
city. The offensive was intended to do major damage to the
northern forces of the Filipinos, and hopefully compel them
to cease resistance to the American occupation.
On the first day of his march north on April 22, Lawton met
enemy resistance near Novaliches, but rugged country and
heat were his biggest problems. Beyond Novaliches, plodding water buffalo (carabao), the principal beast of burden in
the Philippines, struggled to pull cumbersome, woodwheeled carts piled high with the Army’s ammunition and
supplies over baking hills and through steaming jungle bot-

toms. By the third day, carabao were dropping dead from
overwork. Soldiers took the place of animals in the traces.
Progress one day was just three miles, and Lawton’s column was strung out for miles. His planned two-day march of
about twenty miles to the Angat River took five days. With
such cumbersome progress, the general realized that he
needed a small scout unit under his direct command that
could move fast in rough country with minimal support to
keep him informed about the disposition and movements of
the enemy.
Lawton Meets Young
Along the Angat River, Lawton saw an impressive-looking
man in civilian clothes sitting on a log. It was Young. “I
asked who he was,” Lawton later said:
and one of my staff officers replied that he did not know,
but he had seen him on the firing line several times, and
although he had been ordered frequently to the rear, he
had disobeyed the order. The lieutenant said, ‘He has
been continuously in front of our lines under fire, but the
men can’t keep him away.’3

After seeing action against the Spanish in Cuba in 1898 ,
Major General Henry Ware Lawton was chafing in a desk
job when he asked to be sent to the Philippines. Hostilities
with the Filipinos seemed imminent. A man of action,
Lawton also chafed under the cautious micro-management
of the military governor in the Philippines, Major General
Elwell S. Otis, his superior. Lawton confided his unhappiness during the San Isidro campaign to his counterpart in
Luzon, Major General Arthur MacArthur: “My movements
are dictated in detail, and I have not been advised as to my
future disposition; as a result, am not altogether happy.”
The farther north Lawton advanced, the worse he found the
roads, which heavy rains sometimes made impassable. Bad
roads were just one obstacle, and the Americans learned
much during the five-week San Isidro campaign. Spanishera maps were unreliable in showing roads and features.
Towns often went by two or even three names — Spanish
and Tagalog (the regional dialect) and local custom. Few
natives in rural areas spoke both Spanish and Tagalog, let
alone could translate those languages into English for the
Americans. The principal beast of burden, the carabao,
proved impractical for hauling the Army’s bulky equipage
and field rations. The standard artillery fieldpiece, a 3.2-inch
gun, was too heavy and cumbersome for mobile operations.
Tropic heat and exhaustion quickly felled the soldiers in
combat conditions; one engagement in which the Americans
chased fleeing Filipinos for 20 minutes saw 35 soldiers drop
out of the pursuit “as if shot,” 8 of them comatose.
Lawton was quick to praise and reward good soldiering and
courageous acts. He was especially admiring of his Chief of
Scouts, William Henry Young, and Young’s hand-picked
second in command, Private James Harrington of the 2nd
Oregon Volunteers. Both men would die of wounds suffered
on the San Isidro Campaign. Lawton himself would be killed
by a Filipino sharpshooter’s bullet before year’s end. His
funeral in Washington, D.C. was attended by thousands.

Major General Henry Ware Lawton and “General”
“...the insurgents began shooting at General Lawton, who in his
light-colored clothing and white helmet on a big black horse was a
conspicuous target for the enemy sharpshooters…” (from Private
John Kinne’s Diary, describing the action near Novaliches).
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Civilians often tagged along with the
American soldiers early in the PhilippineAmerican war. Some went as reporters,
photographers, male Red Cross nurses, and
chaplains, some as sightseers, and some
like Young carried a rifle and joined in the
fighting. Private John Kinne of the 1st North
Dakota Volunteers, later a member of
Young’s Scouts, described his first view of
Young in his Diary.4 As Lawton’s troops
were embarking on his Laguna de Bay
Campaign, Kinne said:
my attention was called to a fine, athletic
looking individual in civilian clothes, leaning on his rifle. He was not taking any
part in the apparent preparations, but
seemed to be an interested spectator.
He reminded me of Leatherstocking, the
hero of Cooper’s tales.
If Leatherstocking was well over six feet
tall and built like a brawny logger, then
Kinne’s description is apt. During that ten
day expedition, Young ate and slept with the
soldiers, and helped to capture Santa Cruz.
At age 41, he was older than most of the
men, and something of a loner, but he
quickly gained their admiration. Most had
scant combat experience. He put two
notches on his rifle on that campaign, during
which he spent much of his time with the 1st
North Dakota Volunteers, whose officers
and enlisted men took notice of the civilian
warrior’s coolness under fire.
General Lawton would not tolerate foolish
civilians playing soldier. When he learned of
Private John Baxter Kinne left his senior
year of high school in May 1898 to enlist in
Fargo’s Company B of the 1st North Dakota
Volunteers. An athletic, adventurer, he was
assigned to Young’s Scouts on May 14,
1899. After his discharge, Kinne became a
physician. In World War I, he left his practice
to command an
ambulance
company in France.
Many years later,
he expanded the
diary he kept as a
Volunteer into a
50,000 word typescript. His unpublished narrative is
the best account of
Young’s
Scouts
thus far discovered.
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Carts piled high with Army rations and equipment await the Philippines’ principal
beast of burden, the carabao, a water buffalo. The animal could pull a cart loaded
with about 1,000 pounds on a level road, but Lawton drove hundreds to death on his
San Isidro Campaign. Replacements were commandeered, leaving many Filipinos
without means of working their farms. This photo was taken north of Manila, with the
Caloocan church in the background.

Young’s behavior on the battlefield, he called the civilian
over from his log to dress him down. By that time, according
to Kinne, Young had put several more notches on his
Mauser, and had saved Kinne’s company commander from
ambush by spotting and dispatching two of the enemy.
Lawton did not dress Young down. Instead, the general
later said that Young’s “appearance and explanation
pleased me.” He decided on the spot to test Young’s abilities. He sent him out to bring back a civilian for questioning
about the road to San Rafael, Lawton’s next objective. “Five
minutes later,” the general said, “[Young] returned with rifle
and bag of ammunition, having found enemy’s picket….”
Lawton was impressed. Young had discovered a nearby
enemy outpost of eight men, fired three shots, killed one,
and recovered a rifle and “haversack with 86 rounds of ammunition, dripping with blood.” The general had no idea the
enemy was so near.
Next day, Lawton had another talk with Young that
“satisfied” him as to Young’s qualifications. Like Lawton,
Young was an “Indian fighter.” He had served as a scout for
General Oliver O. Howard in the Pacific Northwest in the
months-long pursuit of Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce. Perhaps Lawton saw something familiar in the powerful-looking
civilian. Lawton was also a man of size, standing six feet
three inches. As an Army captain, Lawton himself had
earned an early reputation for his dogged pursuit in America’s rugged Southwest to capture Geronimo, the Apache
warrior.
Lawton also learned that, until his appearance in the Philippines, Young had prospected for gold in Montana and
California, and served as a soldier-of-fortune and mining
superintendent in Korea and China. Like many others,
Young saw economic opportunities after the American acquistion of the Philippines, so he made his way to Manila,
intending to prospect for gold.

After his second interview with Young, Lawton
offered him a job as his “scout and guide.”
Young could pick 25 men for a unit that he
knew were “good, cool-headed men of courage….” Young immediately accepted Lawton’s
offer. They sealed their agreement with a handshake.
Young’s Scouts
The new “Chief of Scouts” wanted all 25 men
to come from the 1st North Dakota Volunteers
he knew best, but Lawton thought that would
cause jealousy among the other units. As a
result, the first Scouts included sixteen men
from the 1st North Dakota, six from the 2nd Oregon Volunteers, and three 4th U.S. Cavalry men
who were operating as infantry.5 Lawton later
said the first Scouts were “men who had either
lived for years on our Indian frontier, were inured to hardship and danger, and skilled in
woodcraft and use of the rifle, or had demonstrated during their service in these islands pe-

Volunteer sergeants strike a studio pose with their new 30-caliber
Krag-Jorgenson rifles. In March 1899, Volunteer companies each
received a dozen of the rifles, standard issue for the Regular Army.
The “Krag” compared favorably with the 28-caliber Mauser that
many Filipinos used. Note the double-rowed cartridge belts. The
Krag belts held 120 rounds. The belt for the 45-70 Springfield rifle
held just 50 of that rifle’s larger, heavier cartridges.
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culiar fitness for the work contemplated.” Before Young received his first mission, Lawton made clear to the Scouts
that they reported to Young as their chief.
The new Chief Scout equipped his men from the Volunteer
ranks with the U.S. Army’s Krag-Jorgenson rifle, rather than
the single-shot, limited range, 45-70 Springfield rifle nearly
all Volunteers carried. The “Krag” was a good match against
the Mauser rifles of the Filipinos. Its magazine held five .30
caliber shells, and the rifle had an effective range of over a
mile. Standard equipment for Young’s Scouts would be a
Krag, a full cartridge belt, bayonet, and canteen. Except for
personal items, and coffee and hardtack crackers in their
pockets, they carried nothing else – no canned rations, no
haversacks, blankets, tents, or extra clothing.
As his second-in-command, Young chose a 46-year-old
private with the 2nd Oregon Volunteers, James Harrington. A
former seaman, Harrington was shorter than most Volunteers, but Young had seen intelligence, coolness, and leadership qualities in Harrington, a “sharpshooter” on the Laguna de Bay Campaign.
First Action
On May 1 (the day after he formed his unit), Young put
Harrington in charge of half the Scouts to lead the American
advance down the right bank of the Angat River towards
San Rafael, the beginning of Lawton’s drive towards Baliuag. Young and the other Scouts followed the left bank.
Shortly after, Lawton telegraphed Manila that the Scouts:
have done and are doing excellent and effective work.
On both sides of river they have advanced half day
ahead of the command. Located and developed enemy
and sent information to column. Two of them drove back
a skirmish line of 200 men and held them until command
came up. They have brought in 1 to 4 guns every day.
Capturing enemy rifles was important. The U.S. was using
diplomatic pressure to prevent or delay shipments of Filipino
arms and ammunition from Far East ports, so every rifle the
Filipinos lost reduced their military strength. Lacking artillery
and sufficient arms and ammunition, the Filipinos had begun
avoiding set piece battles, but they tried to frustrate
Lawton’s advance by using fight and retreat tactics.
With the Americans fighting their way downriver from San
Rafael on May 2, Young and the Scouts were first to enter
Baliuag (pop. 17,000), the largest city for miles around. In a
practice that would become familiar, some Scouts climbed
the belfry of the church in Baliuag to take potshots at the
retreating Filipinos, and then rang the church bell to signal
that the town was theirs.
The harsh tropic conditions and Young’s hard driving of
the Scouts took a toll. After two days, three Scouts dropped
out and were replaced. Next day (May 3), Kinne said:
…Young [and the Scouts]…started out on the Maasin
Road, and after going about a mile the insurgent outpost
opened fire at them about 800 yards ahead. After exchanging a few shots, the Scouts move up about 400
yards, and then they sighted an insurgent officer driving
off in a carretta [a two-wheeled passenger cart]. They
opened fire on him, and the horse was killed, but the offi-

This present-day view of San Agustin Church in Baliuag shows
the belfry the Scouts climbed to harass retreating Filipino troops
with gunfire. The church was the largest building in every rural
community in Catholic Philippines. Belfries offered the best vantage, and the church the best shelter for campaigning troops.

cer stepped out and faced them. Harris saw that, and
from 300 yards away he and the insurgent officer exchanged four shots apiece, with the result the officer fell
with four holes in his body and Harris came out without a
scratch. From then on, the insurgents kept on the retreat
and the Scouts followed, keeping up a continual fire.
Their ammunition was running low. Just about this time,
a mounted troop of the 4th Cavalry came up to reinforce
them. As it was getting late, they decided to go back to
Baliuag.
Private Simon Harris was one of the Scouts assigned from
the 4th U.S. Cavalry. The 25-year-old cavalryman had
enlisted in the patriotic fervor that swept the nation in the
early days of the war with Spain. His regiment arrived in the
Philippines with the Fourth Expedition (just after the Spanish
surrender of Manila), but most of its horses had inadvertently been left in Hawaii. Until enough of their big U.S. Cavalry horses arrived in the Philippines, three troops of the 4th
U.S. Cavalry would fight in the Philippine-American War as
infantry, while three other troops were mounted on Cavalry
or small, “native” horses. Harris and the other two cavalrymen carried the carbine version of the Krag, a somewhat
lighter rifle with a shorter barrel. Every Cavalry trooper was
also equipped with a .38 caliber sidearm.6 Some Volunteers
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The Scouts set out on the rainy afternoon of May 4. Kinne
also carried side arms, but they were not standard issue.
said
they:
Search and Destroy
went
out about 3 miles that evening and camped for the
Next for Young’s Scouts was a search-and-destroy misnight
in a deserted sugar mill. In this mill, there were two
sion. The American Military Governor in the Philippines, Mabaskets
of chickens that they appropriated, and after
jor General Elwell S. Otis, believed the Filipinos had stockbuilding a big fire in the center of the mill, they dried their
piles of supplies hidden in the hills northeast of Baliuag. Actclothes while the chickens cooked and coffee was made.
ing on orders from Otis, Lawton instructed Young “to find
After supper, a guard was posted on three sides of the
and destroy all magazines, storehouses or caches, or subcamp. Shortly after the guards were posted, three nasistence or other supplies belonging to the enemy…[The
tives were caught sneaking around and were captured by
Scouts were to] depend upon the country for subsistence…
one of the guards. Not wishing them to inform the insur[and] conceal yourselves and your movements as much as
gents of the camp, they tied the prisoners’ hands and
possible.”
feet and let them sleep in the mill on the cane. Young
Lawton’s instructions to Young were extensive:
gave orders that if anyone saw them trying to escape to
You will observe carefully any trails or roads and follow
shoot them on the spot.
tracks of carts or sleds to ascertain if they lead to the
At 2 o’clock the next morning, camp was broken and
places where stores have been concentrated. All private
they started again on their way. Two men were taken
individuals and property will be respected. You will keep
sick during the night and were sent back to town with the
a record of the kind and quantity of stores destroyed and
three prisoners. The rest proceeded about a mile down a
the place of storage and report same to these headquarroad in Indian fashion about 30 paces apart, keeping well
ters. As it will be impracticable to carry sufficient supplies
in the shadow of the bamboo, as the moon was shining
you must depend upon the country for subsistence.
brightly. Young knew of an insurgent outpost on this
You are especially charged to bear in mind that the
road, and wanted to pass it without an alarm, in which he
object of your expedition is not an aggressive one
was successful. While passing the insurgent outpost,
against the troops of the enemy. You must conceal yourthey could plainly hear the sentries talking and see the
selves and your movements as much as possible. After
fire of their cigarettes. They went past the outpost about
accomplishing the object of your mission, the general
does not object to your
securing all the guns
you can from the enemy
on your return. The expedition should cover a
period of several days. If
practicable, you will
communicate progress
from time to time. You
can arrange certain signals which can be understood.
The general commanding relies upon
your good judgment,
courage, and caution to
make the expedition a
success, and each and
every member of your
detachment is relied
upon to render faithful
and obedient compliance with your orders as
chief. He also relies
upon your manhood as
American soldiers to
show due respect and
consideration to help- A week-long mission to seek out and destroy enemy stockpiles of food and supplies saw Young’s Scouts
less women and chil- traverse many miles of hilly country thick with tropic growth. Young was instructed to live off the land, so
dren and noncombat- the Scouts carried little more than their weapons and ammunition. Hard duty and sickness took a toll on the
25 Scouts. One was sent to a Manila hospital. Others became too foot-sore to continue the hard marching.
ants generally.
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the rice. Leaving four men to watch the burning rice and
to keep the natives away and keep up the fire, and also
do the cooking, the rest made trips through the surrounding country, burning small storehouses here and there.
They kept this up for three days, and on the third day,
Young sent a messenger to General Lawton at Baliuag
to report what they had been doing.
Lawton in turn told Otis that Young’s Scouts had:
Destroyed 48,000 bushels rice, 7 tons sugar, large
quantities cloth from which uniforms are made, a lot of
shoulder straps, gold lace, buttons, etc., for same; a
quantity of ammunition, large lot of empty shells, 3 sets
of reloading tools. Killed officer mounted on fine horse;
got horse. This a.m. destroyed about 20,000 bushels
rice….
Kinne’s narrative continued:
On the fourth day, they broke camp at 5 p.m. They had
two sick men who were unable to walk, but they put them
on captured ponies and proceeded over a rough rocky
road to the [Angat River], rested there, and reached Angat at 9 p.m., where they found I Troop [a mounted troop
of the 4th U.S. Cavalry], and some North Dakotas.
One of these sick Scouts, 21-year-old Private William
Scott of the 2nd Oregon, was so ill he was sent back to the
1st Reserve Hospital in Manila, where he remained until the
end of the month.
Lawton meantime had received news from Otis that a
large enemy force was reportedly moving north from Manila
on Lawton’s right flank. Otis wanted Lawton to seek out this
enemy. Lawton telegraphed Young at Angat – find this Filipino force, “and make it as hot as possible for the advance.”
Kinne said the Scouts:
were up at 4:30 the next morning and started at 5:00,
leaving several sick men at Angat. They reached San
José del Monte at 11 a.m., but found no signs of the enemy or anything unusual. They had dinner there with I
Troop, and took a couple hours of rest, then left there
about 2 p.m., going east along the bank of the river while
keeping a sharp lookout for a trail going straight toward
the mountains. Night overtook them in the foothills, so
they camped on the summit of a high hill, posted guards,
and had a good night’s sleep without being disturbed.
They had no supper or breakfast. The next morning, they
struck off in a northeasterly direction and found no trail,
but did find one of Aguinaldo’s telegraph lines. While
they were discussing how to cut it (having no tools),
Young shot the wire in two in a couple places.
Telegraph and mounted couriers were the principal means
by which both the Americans and Filipinos communicated.
As Lawton advanced, the Signal Corps strung telegraph
wire to keep his column in touch with Manila and other units.
These copper lifelines were so important that their sabotage
by Filipinos became a crime punishable by death. Kinne
continued regarding the reconnaissance of Young’s Scouts:
Then they took a zigzag course covering the country
between the trail and mountains to Norzagaray without
discovering anything unusual.

Rain turned roads to mud, making movement miserable for men
and animals alike. “It has rained nearly every day,” Lawton said.
Kinne said in Norzagaray that they had “the worst downpour we
had ever experienced on the Islands,” with “three of the loudest
claps of thunder I have ever heard.” Soldiers pushed and pulled
carts and wagons to help them along. Note the size of the small
“native” pony the nearest rider is on compared to the large American horse behind. Troops of Cavalry mounted on “native” ponies
rode with their feet just inches from the ground.

a half mile and left the road. Just before daylight, they
came to an old house, searched it, and found an insurgent officer and two privates. They made them take off
their uniforms and tear them up, but could find no arms,
so passed on and left the three men. Just at dawn, they
came to a place where there were five large sheds of
rice. There were no houses there, just the sheds, made
of bamboo matting and a roof over them. They surrounded the sheds and captured five natives wearing
insurgent uniforms. One got away on a horse and informed the neighborhood of the Americans’ presence. As
the sun rose, Young’s men could see hundreds of natives going to the hills from every direction.
After tearing down the sheds and setting fire to the rice,
the Scouts started toward the hills, taking the four prisoners with them. They stopped at a creek at the foot of a
long ridge, killed a pig, and made the prisoners roast it,
made a pot of coffee, and ate breakfast. After resting
about an hour, they divided the party into two squads,
and advanced to the ridge expecting to have trouble, but
found no armed natives except bolo men. [The bolo is a
large, machete-like farm knife; some Filipinos went into
battle armed only with bolos.] They found another storehouse with about 10,000 bushels of rice, and about half
mile farther on a large hill was another storehouse with
about 20,000 bushels of rice, 50 gallons of kerosene,
100 gallons of coconut oil, five tons of sugar, and a large
amount of insurgent uniforms, cloth, and sewing machines. There were five sets of reloading tools, powder,
lead for making bullets, and quite a quantity of beno [an
alcoholic drink made from palm sap]. They made a permanent camp here, as it would take several days to burn
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Young’s Scouts posed for a group picture in Baliuag by William Dinwiddie of Harper’s Weekly before setting out for Maasin
on May 11. This is the only photo thus far discovered of Chief of Scouts William Henry Young. He stands at the far left in the
back row. By this date, at least four of the original Scouts had dropped out because of sickness, exhaustion, or sore
feet - Calvin Wilson, Edward McBain, and Neil Christianson of the 1st North Dakota Volunteers, and William Scott of the 2nd
Oregon Volunteers.
They took a raft and floated down the [Angat River] to
Angat, arriving there a very hungry and tired lot of men,
having traveled 36 hours through hilly country with nothing to eat. The men who were left at Angat had plenty to
eat, and cooked for them. The 4th Cavalry had returned
by the trail from San Jose, arriving about an hour ahead
of the Scouts. The men had a good night’s rest, and ate
enough to make up for what they had missed, and the
next day rested most of the day, only making a short trip
across the river.
On that brief excursion on May 10, the Scout discovered
another 1,500 bushels of rice, which Lawton distributed to
Filipino civilians filtering back to their homes after the fighting. Lawton also ordered the Scouts back to Baliuag. Under
Young’s leadership, the Scouts had set a pattern of considerable independence and much hard soldiering.
Lawton Resumes His Campaign
Lawton had fretted about his orders to remain at Baliuag-

for almost two weeks. Simply holding his own was costly to
his force of some 3,500 men. Two hundred sick had been
sent back to Manila. Sunstroke, dysentery, and malaria
were “very bad,” he said. He was also concerned that the
coming rainy season would make movement impossible. “It
has rained nearly every day,” he wrote, “and the country off
the roads is impracticable for vehicles.”
Anticipating that Otis would soon have to loosen his leash
a bit, Lawton decided to reconnoiter his next objective. On
May 11, after just one day’s rest following the Scouts’ long
search and destroy mission, Lawton sent them north to
Maasin, where a provisional brigade under Colonel Owen
Summers of the 2nd Oregon Volunteers was also marking
time.
Before setting out, the Scouts posed for a picture by a
photographer-journalist with Harper’s Weekly magazine.
This blurry photo is the only image of William Henry Young
discovered to date.
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San Ildefonso
At Maasin, Lawton wanted Young and the Scouts to:
go out very early in the morning, and to operate on
the enemy’s left flank and towards San Miguel [de
Mayumo], and to find a good route to the trail leading
to the rear of the enemy back of Yldefonso [San Ildefonso], and to gather all information possible as to
strength and location of enemy, and to inflict as much
damage and annoy them as much as possible.
In effect, Lawton want Young’s Scouts to find a way for the
Americans to circle to the east around the entrenched enemy defending San Ildefonso, a city that sat on a low rise. If
the Americans could command the road leading to San Miguel de Mayumo farther north, a flank attack would render
the well-prepared defenses of the Filipinos ineffective, as
the city would be in danger of being cut off.
Kinne said that after the Scouts reached Maasin in late
afternoon of May 11, “Young decided to try and capture an
outpost on the road before daylight.” He probably wanted to
keep the Filipino outpost from sending back word of their
reconnaissance. According to Kinne, the Scouts ate breakfast about 2 a.m. [on May 12] and:
left the last American outpost behind about 3 a.m. and
proceeded cautiously along the road, Young and two
men in the road, and the rest in a line of skirmishers on
each side of the road. About a half-mile from the American outpost, they heard a mounted insurgent courier in

the road. They were so close they could hear the creak
of his saddle as he mounted and rode away, but it was
so dark they could not see to shoot, so let him go without
making any noise. After proceeding about a mile, the
men on the right side of the road got caught in the brush
and were separated from the rest of the party, it being
very dark and hard to keep together. The rest proceeded
some distance without discovering this, and then called a
halt and sent two men to find them and guide them back.
This caused so much delay they could not get to the insurgent outpost before daylight, as streaks of gray could
already be seen in the east.
Knowing the outposts would be withdrawn to the main
body at daylight, Young decided to gain a position where
he could reconnoiter the enemy’s trenches and determine their strength before daylight. The Scouts soon
reached a ridge which, from information they received at
Maasin, they knew to be about 900 yards from the enemy’s position. They gained the ridge and concealed
themselves in the bamboo thickets. From their position,
they could see the campfires of the insurgents. As it grew
lighter, they could see them moving around.
Having sized up [the enemy’s] position and finding it to
be a strong one, Young decided to draw their fire to determine their strength. With this in view, he walked out
into the road in plain sight and began looking at an outpost with his field glasses. The outpost discovered him at

Almost 40 years later, former Scout Frank Anders identified 19 of the 29 men in the Baliuag picture. In a letter to Otto Luther, a fellow Scout, Anders’ identifications included several “replacement” Scouts, indicated here by (r). Anders said the men
were: (1) Chief Scout William Henry Young, (2) Frank Ross (r), (3) Richard Longfellow (r), (4) Frank Anders, (5) & (6) UNKNOWN, (7) John Smith, (8) James McIntyre (r), (9) Patrick Hussey, (10) Otto Luther, (11) UNKNOWN, (12) Simon Harris,
(13) Eli Watkins, (14) Sterling Galt (r), (15) Peter Quinn, (16) James O’Neil, (17) (18) (19) UNKNOWN, (20) James Harrington, (21) & (22) UNKNOWN, (23) Michael Glassley, (24) Willis Downs (r), (25) UNKNOWN, (26) William Thomas, (27)
UKNOWN, (28) John Killian, (29) Edward Lyon. Anders does not identify six of the original 1st North Dakota Scouts who are
probably in the picture : Thomas Sletteland, Gotfred Jenson, Charles Davis, Edwin Pannel, John Desmond, and Otto Boehler.
Neither does he identify William Truelock of the 1st North Dakota Volunteers, who was wounded with the Scouts next day at
San Ildefonso, but who was not listed among the 25 original Scouts. Other “unknowns” from the original Scouts who are
probably in the picture are Frank High and Marcus Robertson from the 2nd Oregon Volunteers.
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once and shot three shots in rapid succession, none of
artillery sites to support Lawton’s advance.
which did any damage. There was immediately great
The two officers had heard the Scouts’ gunfire all morning,
confusion in the enemy camp. The Scouts could hear
and reached Young and his men about the time the Filipinos
officers giving commands and soldiers running to the
were pursuing the Scouts along the parallel ridge. Sizing up
trenches. The boys began firing at every enemy soldier
the situation, Birkhimer and Case hurried back to Maasin for
that came in sight, who evidently thought they were atreinforcements. Why the Scouts did not simply withdraw is
tacked by a large force, and returned fire with volleys.
unclear. Lawton was adamant that no Americans should be
They kept up a hail of bullets for hours. Whenever their
taken prisoner, and by Birkhimer’s later estimate, the Scouts
fire would slacken, the Scouts would begin firing, and
were outnumbered about 8 to 1.
they would open up again faster than ever. Young deterWhen Colonel Summers at Maasin telegraphed Lawton
mined that the enemy strength was about 400 armed
that Young’s Scouts had engaged the enemy at San Ildemen, with 300 Remingtons and 100 Mausers.7
fonso, and that Birkhimer and Case had gone forward with
About this time, their ammunition was replenished by a
two companies of infantry to lend support, the general exScout who had remained in camp with sore feet. He
ploded. Ignoring his own rather ambiguous instruction “to
came up the road on horseback in plain view of the eninflict as much damage” as possible, he wired Summers,
emy, who poured a perfect hail of bullets at him. He had
“neither my scouts nor my staff have instructions to recona sack of ammunition, and reached the Scouts without a
noiter the enemy’s front.” He said his orders had been to
scratch.
avoid contact with the enemy if at all possible, and that he
After keeping up the fire about an hour, the Scouts
wanted those orders carried out “as far as practicable.”
withdrew out of range and proceeded to the left flank
Was Lawton making a record to avoid censure by Otis?
[east] of the enemy. They reconnoitered there for some
One wonders. His instructions to the Scouts had been rather
time, but could not gain a position of any advantage, so
ambiguous. Moreover, it was fine for Lawton to bluster from
retreated from there also. Young then went to the enBaliuag, but no one knew about the wide Filipino front deemy’s right flank [west]
across an open field for
nearly a mile while the
enemy poured a continuous fire at them, but
the Scouts did not return
it. They finally gained a
position of some advantage on a ridge about a
mile to the right of the
town. Here the enemy,
now knowing there was
only a small body,
seemed to decide to
drive them from their
position, and, leaving
their trenches, they proceeded along the ridge
[that ran] parallel to the
Scouts.
Before starting out that
morning, Young may not
have known that Lawton
was going to dispatch two
staff officers to link up with
the Scouts – Captain William Birkhimer of the 3rd
U.S. Artillery (which was
operating as infantry) and
Captain James Case of the
2nd Oregon Volunteers, Lawton exploded when he learned that Young’s Scouts were directly engaging the enemy at San IldeLawton’s engineer officer. fonso. When he later learned they had captured the town with just one casualty, his anger gave way to
The officers were to map gratitude and admiration, because he had anticipated a major battle to take the town. The victory of the
the area and locate suitable Scouts led Lawton to believe that he faced a “weakened enemy,” and he wanted to push on.
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fending San Ildefonso, or of a knoll on the ridge
that overlooked the whole area. In any case,
while Birkhimer and Case were absent, Young
took matters in his own hands. He and the
Scouts charged the knoll occupied by the enemy and panicked some 30 defenders. During
this action, Pvt. William Truelock of the 1st
North Dakota’s Company C was shot in the
knee.8
From atop the captured vantage point, the
Americans saw they commanded the entire line
defending San Ildefonso. The Filipinos knew
this also. When they realized that only a small
American force had driven them back, they
launched a determined counterattack.
The Filipinos had to cross a half mile of
mostly open ground, however. Despite the attackers’ efforts to find cover, the Scouts punished them with accurate fire. While this engagement was going on, two companies of reWell-equipped Filipino soldiers stand near a rail of the Philippines’ only railroad,
inforcing “blue shirts” from the 2nd Oregon Vol- which ran north from Manila to Dagupan on the Linguyan Gulf. The uniforms and
unteers under command of Major Phillip East- accoutrements of the Filipino army were modeled on those of the Spanish. These
wick reached the battlefield. When the Volun- soldiers are equipped with the 43-caliber Remington, a single shot rifle with performteers emerged unexpectedly from cover and ance similar to the Volunteers’ 45-70 Springfield. Three asymmetrical ammunition
unleashed a couple of volleys, the Filipinos pouches attached to their combination suspenders and belt held 50 rounds.
turned and fled. They abandoned their nowWith that insight, and with his concern that the rainy season
outflanked, log-reinforced breastworks defending San Ildewould raise havoc with his lengthening supply line, he defonso, and retreated right through the town. The main force
cided to prod Otis. He wired Manila early next day:
headed northeast towards San Miguel de Mayumo, but scatThe delays in my movements disturb me very much. The
tered groups took trails in various other directions.
rice fields are now in places covered with water, and
The Scouts and the 2nd Oregon Volunteers chased the
twenty-four hours’ rain will render travel with transportaenemy some three miles beyond San Ildefonso before
tion [wagons] impossible...I am possibly mistaken, but
breaking off contact in early afternoon. While the Oregon
the enemy has not impressed me as being in very great
soldiers returned to occupy the captured city, the Scouts
force or as showing much pertinacity.
went back to Maasin. Young and the Scouts had been on
By then, Otis had ascertained that the other wing of the
the move or engaged in battle for fourteen hours.
American advance toward San Isidro could resume its move
From Maasin, Captain Birkhimer wired Lawton:
north. Sickness and re-supply problems had bogged down
With scouts and 84 men under Eastwick, flanked and
Lawton’s counterpart, Major General Arthur MacArthur.9 Otis
drove the enemy out of this place before 1:30 p.m. Purtold Lawton that MacArthur would soon send a column of
sued him to near San Miguel...Estimate the enemy’s
1,500 towards San Isidro on the road alongside the broad
strength at 200 by actual count...Four enemy killed, six
Rio Grande de Pampanga. That column would be accompawounded, including one officer.
nied by the gunboat Laguna de Bay and other armed
Curiously, Birkhimer did not credit Young and his Scouts
launches pulling native lighters (cascos) loaded with supwith taking the important high ground or with leading the
plies. How far the gunboats could go upriver was unknown.
rout at San Ildefonso.
This column would link up with Lawton. Until it got going,
Lawton was pleased. Although Otis held him in check, his
however, Lawton should stay put. Frustrated by his comScouts had captured his next objective with just one casumanding general’s micro-management, Lawton stayed put.
alty. Disregarding his earlier blow-up, and aware that
San Miguel de Mayumo
Young’s Scouts had given him a significant victory, Lawton
The morning of May 13, Young and his Scouts set out
wired Birkhimer: “Accept and express to Captain Case, Mafrom Maasin to reconnoiter San Miguel de Mayumo (San
jor Eastwick, his men, and Young’s scouts my heartiest
Miguel, the American’s called it), one of the largest towns in
thanks for the good work today.” He instructed Young to
the area. They were following Lawton’s instructions to “keep
“keep in touch with enemy.” To Otis, he repeated
in touch with the enemy.” San Miguel was said to be
Birkhimer’s message, and added: “Had no intention of makstrongly defended with rare Filipino artillery. From the loss of
ing attack.”
the wounded Truelock and a half dozen other Scouts felled
When Lawton mulled over the day’s events, he concluded
by sickness, exhaustion, and beat-up feet, Young and his
that the rout at San Ildefonso indicated a weakened enemy.
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band numbered just eighteen men. Captain Birkhimer accompanied the Scouts, while Captain Case marched with
two companies that followed as support – one from the 13th
Minnesota Volunteers and one from the 2nd Oregon Volunteers.
Taking the road northeast from San Ildefonso, Young and
three Scouts were on point when they ran into a Filipino outpost about a mile and a half from San Miguel. After exchanging a few shots, the Filipinos withdrew. Here the road
began to parallel the Balaonga River in a northeast direction
towards the town, where the waterway made an abrupt 90degree jog before leading northeast again. On that jog, a
bridge crossed the Balaonga to the center of the city.
Young deployed his Scouts in a wide-spaced skirmish line
on either side of the road, and advanced. As they emerged
from a thicket that opened onto a rice field, the skirmishers
came under fire from a sizable force of Filipinos at their front
who were shooting from behind irrigation dikes in the rice
field. The Scouts advanced in leapfrog manner. Those not
moving stayed concealed and shot at any Filipino that
showed himself. This relentless advance and the accurate
fire of the Scouts discouraged the Filipinos. Some broke
from their cover and retreated across the bridge. As the Fili-

pino line began disintegrating, Young and the Scouts
charged. Their charge sent the rest of the defenders fleeing
across the bridge.
Meantime, the Volunteers under Captain Case flanked the
enemy farther upstream. Their sudden appearance sowed
further confusion and panic among the Filipinos. A running
fight ensued through the city’s streets as the Scouts steadily
drove the enemy back. So rapidly did the Scouts advance,
Captain Case said later, his Volunteers were “not engaged
until the enemy was entirely clear of the town.” Meantime,
Scouts were able to climb the bell tower of the San Miguel
de Arkanghel church. From its height, they harassed the
retreating enemy until they were out of sight. By shortly after
noon, every Filipino soldier had disappeared from the town.
Some headed up the road leading north, others fled toward
the mountains to the east. They left three dead, and carried
away several wounded, including two officers.
Young Wounded
Chief Scout Young had been wounded at the bridge by a
heavy Remington bullet. The Scouts returned to find him
resting against a baluster, his legs sprawled before him
amidst a clutter of spent cartridges. He had kept firing so
long as the enemy was in sight. Blood seeped through the
bandage he had bound
around his wounded knee.
Captain Birkhimer rushed a
message back to San Ildefonso to be telegraphed to
Lawton: San Miguel was
theirs;
Young
was
wounded.
Lawton immediately wired
Colonel
Summers:
“Young...is
reported
wounded. He is a brave,
gallant man, and I want
everything possible be
done for his welfare and
comfort.”
Summers hurried a muledrawn ambulance forward
to carry Young and a
wounded Minnesota infantryman back to Baliuag.
Several Scouts volunteered
to see Young’s safe return,
but he declined their offers.
As Young was being
loaded into the ambulance,
Kinne said, “He handed
[Pvt. James] McIntyre his
gun and said, ‘Keep it until I
Just 11 Scouts and Captain Birkhimer charged and broke the Filipino line defending the bridge that led am out, and if I don’t return,
to the heart of San Miguel de Mayumo. Young and the Scouts were told to “keep in touch with the enemy,” you can have it.’”
but Young was an aggressive warrior. When the Chief Scout (and probably Harrington also) initiated the Later, Captain Birkhimer
charge, Birkhimer probably felt he had no choice but to be in the forefront. Scouts later said Birkhimer criti- telegraphed Lawton:
cized Young for attacking San Miguel without orders.
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The gallant conduct of Scouts Young and Harrington and
about 10 other scouts in charging into the open to-day at
least 200 Philippines at 150 yards’ distance in heavy skirmish line and breaking it is above all praise. Some other
of the scouts skulked; I know 2 of them.
Kinne was not aware of Birkhimer’s complaint about skulking Scouts, but in his Diary he interjected at this point an
observation on battlefield bravery. He referred to Young at
first, but then extended his observations, and no doubt had
his own experience in mind when he said:
Everyone admires a brave man, and Young had the
admiration of the whole division, officers and men alike,
and it was a terrible blow to hear of his being wounded.
Ordinarily, a soldier under fire for the first time has a
variety of fearful sensations; the misdeeds of his whole
past swiftly fly through his mind, and his mental attitude
is almost invariably that of fear and dread. The excitement that accompanies the first sing of the bullets is exhilarating, and if he is allowed to return fire his fear
gradually diminishes, and he gains in contempt for the
enemy’s marksmanship; but to lie inactive and be shot at
is a very trying ordeal. I have seen brave men under fire
for the first time hug the ground in mortal terror with the
bullets flying few and wild.
In a critical situation, the example of a brave leader
goes a long way towards dispelling the fear from a body
of soldiers, and one whose nerve is completely gone will
follow the example of a fearless commander, and his
pride will carry him on.
Lawton’s Admiration
The process for getting Young and other wounded and
seriously sick soldiers back to Manila from the battlefront
was long and hard. Mule-drawn ambulances (which featured
springs, unlike regular Army wagons) churned along muddy,
rutted roads some 25 miles to reach the railroad at Quingua.
Then it was a 15-mile train ride to the railroad station in Manila, and another mule-drawn ambulance ride to the hospital
across Manila’s Pasig River. Lawton probably saw Young

the morning of May 14 as the ambulance passed through
Baliuag on its way south. A flurry of telegrams indicate the
general’s concern. He wired Major William D. Crosby, medical officer at 1st Reserve Hospital in Manila:
Mr. Young, chief of scouts, my command, seriously
wounded yesterday. Send to your hospital this a.m. He is
a man of unusual courage and character. He has been
very valuable to me, and yesterday successfully led a
most desperate charge against odds of more than ten to
one. As a personal favor, I ask every possible consideration for him.
To his superior, Otis, he wired:
Mr. Young, chief of scouts, was seriously wounded while
leading his men in a desperate but successful charge
against odds of more than 10 to 1. Mr. Young is a man of
intelligence, unusual courage and character. He has
been valuable to me and his example has been inestimable. As a personal favor, I solicit the general’s interest
in his case. His wound will doubtless result in permanent
disability. I would be glad if he could be given a commission in the volunteers to date from yesterday.
Meanwhile, Lawton’s adjutant, Major Clarence Edwards,
wrote a personal note to Major Crosby, which he probably
sent with the ambulance carrying Young:
We are sending you to-day Mr. W.H. Young, chief of
scouts, wounded yesterday in capture San Miguel, one
of the bravest and most gallant men soldiers ever knew.
General Lawton directed me to write a personal note and
beg of you as a personal favor to him that you would
show this man every attention that could be given the
most deserving of “ours.” We do hope his leg can be
saved.
Otis was probably willing to consider giving Young an officer’s commission, because his adjutant wired Lawton, asking him to:
telegraph fully about Mr. Young - age, nationality, former
occupation. How long known to you; where you found
him and how you came to hire him. Also what compensation he is receiving and what force of scouts he has
charge of and status of scouts.
Surprisingly, Lawton had to ask Major Crosby about
Young’s “age, nationality, former occupation.” How revealing
of Lawton’s character and decision-making that he had
made his judgment of Young as a leader and competent
soldier without knowing some basic details about the man!
In fact, the two had not even settled on Young’s pay, because Young told Lawton that he “would be glad to serve,
but did not care particularly for pay.” Thus, Lawton said,
they had agreed that Young “was to receive the customary
salary, which was unknown to me.”
Crosby wired back that Young was 41 years old, an American, and a miner. He said Young “will probably not lose his
leg, but have a stiff knee.”
When Lawton telegraphed Manila headquarters with the
required information about Young, Lawton said he would be:
glad to have [Young back] again, and if we have guerrilla
warfare he will be very useful, but [because of his stiff

Without waiting for support, Chief of Scouts Young and
his band of heroes charged the center of the enemy’s line,
broke it and sent the enemy flying into and through the
town. A more gallant action was never seen on any field,
and one fit to go on record as an example of unexcelled
coolness, daring, and good judgment...Just at the close of
this charge, with the fruits of victory already within his
grasp, Chief of Scouts Young received the wound which
ultimately caused his death.
I wish to pay my tribute to the memory of the bravest man it
has ever been my fortune to meet. Combining fearlessness
with an unerring judgment, he instinctively inspired the confidence in all minds which he so well deserved. His life was
heroic and his death inspiring.
Captain James F. Case
Brevet Major and Acting Engineer Officer
Operations Report, June 1, Manila
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Scouts. Now, as their commanding officer, he telegraphed
Lawton’s headquarters early on May 15: “Anything this
morning? Are ready to feel out toward enemy any direction.”
Lawton did not answer. The general was on his way to
San Miguel, escorted by a mounted troop of 4th U.S. Cavalry. He arrived about 10 a.m.
While Lawton was en route, Birkhimer assembled the
Scouts. He did not like their attitude. Corporal Anders said
Birkhimer called him to attention and “…gave me a lecture
on saluting.” An unpleasant scene followed. Some outspoken privates talked back. That was not unusual among the
Volunteers, whose own officers were citizen soldiers like
themselves – former neighbors and friends. For many in the
enlisted ranks of the Volunteers, their adjustments to military
discipline and courtesy were still evolving. Birkhimer’s insistence on the respect due his rank irritated the Scouts.
However their blow-up evolved, Lawton was not long in
San Miguel before Birkhimer arrived at his headquarters
with Corporal Anders and Private Harrington. According to
Anders, Birkhimer wanted Harrington arrested for insubordination. He also wanted the Scouts to be forced to conform
to military regulations.
Lawton was blunt. Anders said the general told Birkhimer
to leave the scouts alone.
After Lawton’s abrupt statement, Anders said that
Birkhimer stood silent for a few moments, and then turned
on his heel and walked out “without a further word.”
Birkhimer had little to do with the Scouts thereafter. His
operations report to Lawton for the period May 12-13
(covering the capture of San Ildefonso and San Miguel de
Mayumo) is dated May 15 (the day of the blow-up), but it
contains no hint of censure of Young for his bold initiatives.
Whether or not Birkhimer actually was in command, he believed he was – of both the Scouts and the supporting companies of Volunteers. His report for that period reflected his
belief. He explained the moves and countermoves of his
forces and those of the enemy for those two engagements
in the familiar, objective language of an operations report.
Only at the end did Birkhimer mention Young by name:
I desire to call attention in a particular manner to the
bravery in all stations where they have come under my
eye of Chief Scout Young and Scout James Harrington,
Company G, Second Oregon Volunteers. They were always out toward the enemy, setting an example of intrepidity to the others, several of whom closely followed
them. The charge of the scouts upon the enemy’s line in
front of San Miguel on the 13th instant was one of the
rare events in war where true valor asserts itself against
overwhelming odds; and seldom, indeed, has valor more
triumphantly asserted itself.
If Birkhimer was upset by Young and Harrington and other
Scouts when they charged the bridge at San Miguel de Mayumo, he did not say so. Indeed, whether he approved of
the charge or not, he joined the brave men who charged,
and he was decorated for his valor.
Kinne Finds the Scouts
For a short time that day (May 15), Lawton was undecided

knee] will probably be obliged to go mounted. He could
undoubtedly enlist company of scouts from mustered-out
volunteers.
A Transition
The success of Young’s Scouts in seizing San Miguel
pleased Lawton very much, and in his final report on the
campaign he could not resist jabbing Otis for his caution.
Rather wordily, Lawton said:
The expedition, which was still (May 13) being held at
Baliuag, waiting for supplies, re-enforcements, and what
had been most frequently requested, and was most desired, viz, orders to advance, thus reached its objective –
San Miguel, as a result of two reconnaissances [sic] by
less than a score of picked men supported on both occasions by less than a full company of infantry.
Birkhimer Assumes Command
Earlier that morning, Captain Birkhimer had telegraphed
Lawton’s adjutant to ask, “What are the instructions, if any,
for scouts this morning? Is it desired to make reconnaissance in force, as yesterday and day before, and push in
any direction before General Lawton arrives?” In the absence of Young, Birkhimer had wasted no time in assuming
command of the Scouts. The adjutant responded:
“Commanding general says, ‘Let things remain in status quo
today.”
Birkhimer later that day reported that the Scouts were
“about out” of ammunition for their Krags, and that five were
reduced to using Mausers, presumably with captured ammunition. He asked for more ammunition. “These scouts use
up ammunition very fast and do better with it,” he said.
In Baliuag, meanwhile, Kinne and four other Volunteers
had been picked to join the depleted Scouts. Kinne was not
one of Lawton’s original “sharpshooters,” but he already carried a Krag. Although the dozen Krags distributed to each
Volunteer company mostly went to sergeants and corporals,
Kinne was one of just a few privates to receive the prized
weapon. The first time he stood guard with his new rifle,
Kinne said he felt “proud as a peacock.”
The newly-appointed Scouts agreed to leave for San Miguel before daylight next day, so spies would not notice their
departure.
Trouble Among the Scouts
By then, Captain Birkhimer’s assumption of authority over
the Scouts was not sitting well with that close-knit band.
Even if Birkhimer had rank and had been in the forefront
with Young and Harrington in charging the bridge at San
Miguel, the loyalty of the Scouts was to their wounded
leader, and not to Birkhimer. Young had handpicked most of
them. Their orders were to obey Young, and they did not
like Birkhimer’s usurpation of Young’s place, especially with
their feelings of loss so raw. According to Corporal Frank
Anders, one of the original Scouts, Birkhimer was unhappy
with Young, because the Chief Scout “had orders to reconnoiter San Miguel, not capture it.”10
Regardless of that issue, Birkhimer believed all along that
as the senior officer present at San Ildefonso and San Miguel, it was actually he and not Young who commanded the
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about the future of Young’s Scouts. His adjutant penned a
memorandum that disbanded the unit, at least for the time
being:
The scouts detailed in paragraph No. 2, Special Field
Orders, No. 1, current series, these headquarters, will
report to their respective company commanders for duty
until further orders.
Young’s Scouts did not disband, however, even temporarily. According to Kinne, after their 14-mile hike from Baliuag,
he and the other new Scouts reached San Miguel in midmorning. They found “the Scouts quarters and had a hearty
dinner of hardtack and brown sugar, and later went to the
quarters of Company K of the Minnesotas and had some
bean soup.”
Lawton meanwhile had appointed 28-year-old 2nd Lieutenant James E. Thompson of the 2nd Oregon Volunteers “on
special duty in command of the scouts.” Exactly when he
made the appointment is unclear. His written order is datelined three days later (May 18) at San Isidro. However,
Kinne said when he joined the Scouts in San Miguel,
“Lieutenant Thornton of the 2nd Oregon had been put in
command….”11 We can assume that Thornton’s appointment was a verbal order. Whether Lawton personally knew
Thornton is unknown, but the general was showing increased confidence in the abilities of Colonel Summers of
the 2nd Oregon Volunteers, and it may have been Summers
who recommended the appointment of Thornton.
Kinne made no mention of the blow-up between Birkhimer
and the Scouts in his Diary, but he would recall a statement
he heard that morning while he and the Scouts were “eating
our hardtack.” Private James Harrington said in the course
of the conversation that “the bullet wasn't made that would
get him.”
Fight at Salacat
Kinne and some of the Scouts were sightseeing in San
Miguel later that afternoon when they met “nine other
Scouts who were going out to locate an insurgent outpost.”
From this point on, Kinne’s eye-witness account of the activities of the Scouts is the most complete and, presumably,
the most reliable yet discovered. Kinne said:
After making a long detour, two of the fellows, Glassley
and Harris, stopped to capture a horse, and were separated from the rest. About this time, we saw a column
moving out of [San Miguel] going north.
Lawton had split his command. One column would head
east to reconnoiter near Biaknabato, a reputed mountain
stronghold, where a sizable force of Filipinos had retreated
from San Miguel. Meantime, the column that Kinne and the
Scouts would join started out mid afternoon on its way to
San Isidro under command of Colonel Summers. According
to Lawton, the enemy on Summers’ front was reported to be
“demoralized, discouraged, and disintegrating, and the opinion was offered that not much force or opposition need be
anticipated at San Isidro.”
Kinne said:
…we hurried and caught [the column] just as their advance guard was fired on…we hurried to the front and

joined the skirmish line with the Minnesota 13th and 2nd
Oregons and took part in the fight.
The engagement Kinne and the Scouts joined just two
miles north of San Miguel would be one the costliest yet for
Filipinos. The Americans drove the outpost that fired on the
column to a town called Salacat, four miles farther north.
Just beyond the town, Lawton’s men faced an enemy force
estimated at 300, dug in on the opposite bank of a river. A
sharp engagement followed, but when the Americans
charged with superior numbers, the Filipinos fled, “leaving
killed, wounded, and equipments behind.” Lawton reported
16 enemy killed, 5 wounded and taken into custody, and 26
rifles captured. The sole American casualty was a Minnesota Volunteer who suffered a “non-disabling wound of the
right wrist.”
Kinne said of another Minnesota Volunteer:
While we were on the firing line, one of the Scouts by the
name of Galt, who was riding a white horse, got somewhat in advance of the line, and a Minnesota man was
shooting at him, thinking he was an insurgent. When he
was told [Galt] was one of our men…he thanked God he
did not know how to shoot.
The Americans camped that night in Salacat. They could
go no farther. The road was in such bad condition from rain
that soldiers helped to pull the baggage carts and wagons
into town before dark. Moreover, the Americans knew little
about the country that lay ahead.
Fight at Tarbon Bridge
Tuesday, May 16, 1899 would be one of the most memorable days of Kinne’s life. Under command of Lieutenant
Thornton, the Scouts left Salacat before daylight to reconnoiter the route to San Isidro and find the next source of water for the column. Kinne said:
…soon after leaving camp [we] passed an insurgent who
had been wounded the day before. He waved his hand
as we passed down the road and yelled “Hospital.” We
told him to crawl to the road and wait for the ambulance,
which he did.
About a mile farther, they “heard an insurgent bugle in a
line of trees ahead.” The Scouts formed a skirmish line and
advanced for a couple miles “without seeing any of the insurgents.” Mid morning, an officer on horseback caught up
with the Scouts and “gave us orders to go ahead and locate
the enemy and then to fall back….” The column had apparently come by information that the enemy was “strongly entrenched across the river, about a half hour's walk ahead.”
There, a wood bridge crossed the 40-foot wide, steepbanked Cabon River. Kinne said the Scouts “advanced cautiously, and as we were crossing a rice field the insurgents
opened fire on us from about 800 yards ahead.”
For whatever reason, the Scouts did not “fall back” as instructed. Instead, Kinne said:
We advanced rapidly under heavy fire before we saw the
insurgents in their trenches across the river, and a bridge
all ablaze. We opened fire on them and advanced to the
bank of the river. The native trenches were just on the
opposite bank from us about 50 yards away. We got be16
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hind what little protection we could find and began picking off the insurgents as they would show their heads
above the trench.
There was a Spaniard fighting with the insurgents just
about opposite where I was stationed, who was urging
the Filipinos to rise up and take aim. I emptied my rifle at
the Spaniard, but he seemed to have a charmed life. I
could see my bullets hitting the ground in the field beyond. I then called to Harris, who was at my right behind
an anthill about 7 feet high, and told him about the Spaniard and about my inability to hit him. Harris told me to
load my gun again, keep cool, and take good aim.
While [I was] loading my gun, a bullet cut off a dead
twig in front of my face, which blinded me for a few seconds, and several went through the bamboo brush behind which I was fighting, so I changed my position and
began shooting again at the Spaniard. He soon disappeared. About this time, Lieutenant Thornton, leading
two men, crossed the burning bridge on our left. The
floor of the bridge was so badly charred that [Corporal

William] Thomas, choked by smoke, fell through, but he
crawled out of the creek and onto the opposite side and
joined in the fight.
After crossing, these three had a flanking fire down the
insurgents' trenches, and the insurgents began to leave
the trenches like a flock of sheep. We sat and shot at
them at pointblank range for several minutes. We were
so few they could not locate us, and we were so placed
they could not tell how much of the firing we were doing.
Those on the left of the bridge crossed over first, and
we on the right soon after. We followed the insurgents for
a half mile across an open field, where they gained a line
of trees.
We were short of ammunition, and so we did not follow
them farther, but returned and put out the fire on the
bridge. Going over the field, we found six dead and five
wounded Filipinos, and took two prisoners. Fourteen rifles were found – twelve Mausers and two Remingtons.
John Kinne
Because of his Diary, we know more of Kinne and his dayto-day soldiering than of
any other member of
Young’s Scouts. His Diary
provides a chronicle of his
experiences, but it also provides insights into his character. He liked to repeat the
wry, humorous comments
of his fellow soldiers, and
describe their foibles and
quirks. Several times, he
wrote charming miniessays, like this description
of the dawning of a new
day while he stood guard
duty in Manila in the early
days of the occupation:
The beautiful early mornings and evenings in the
Orient are beyond description. When everything was
as still as death, except for
the occasional howl of a
native cur, the first streaks
of gray would signal the
approach of dawn. Suddenly, the First Call would
sound, usually by an early
rising bugler of the 6th Artillery, the tones of whose
Kinne was awarded his Congressional Medal of Honor for helping to capture the bridge at Tarbon, just bugle, high-pitched, clear,
a couple miles from San Isidro, Lawton’s objective in his long campaign. By capturing the bridge and extin- and distinct, would seem to
guishing the fires, Young’s Scouts saved Lawton’s column two days of marching. Although they had orders
awake a medley of similar
to locate the enemy and fall back, just 21 Scouts drove off ten times that number of “Aguinaldo’s Own” to
nd
secure the bridge. According to Kinne, Lieutenant Thornton of the 2 Oregon Volunteers, the new Chief of calls throughout the city, as
Scouts, was first across the bridge, but he received no official recognition for his valor. At some point in the others here and there
action, Private James Harrington was shot in the neck and died. Official citations for those who won the would take up the call. MinMedal of Honor for this victory say there were 600 of the enemy. Kinne later learned there were about 200. gled with the shrill bugle
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calls of the insurgent army, the whole world would suddenly seem to arouse from its slumbers.
About this time, the natives from the country who had
business in the city would begin to appear, and it was the
duty of the one on this post to search all entering the city
for firearms, knives, bolos, beno, and other intoxicants. It
was a very busy spot from daylight till 8 o'clock. Fruit
vendors, women with huge baskets balanced on their
heads – it was a sight to see them, a string a mile long
stretching back into the interior. Milkmen with milk cans
made of a joint of bamboo, one of which hung from each
end of a pole and was cleverly balanced over their shoulders. Occasionally, a horse and carretta passed by, with
some of the higher class natives, men and women alike,
leisurely smoking cigarettes. Now and then a water buffalo hauling a cart would amble along, and cause the
eager stream of humanity to turn out as they hurried by,
each seeming anxious to be the first into the city.
Kinne had much admired Young before joining the Scouts,
and he was proud to join that band of men. Like a few other
Scouts, he was something of a boy among the older and
more experienced men. Perhaps his sensitivity was also
unusual, as when he described the aftermath of the fight at
the burning bridge. The officer he was shooting at:
…we found in the trench with his jaw shattered, and he
later died. I discovered that there was another member of
the Scouts that had been shooting at him as well as myself, and this I was glad to know.
As I passed over the field after the engagement, the
wounded insurgents were crying for water, and their piteous appeals of tubig, Americano, (agua or tubig meant
“water”) caused me to hunt up an earthenware vessel
and half a coconut shell as a cup and carry water to
them. One poor fellow who wore the chevrons of a 1st
sergeant had his ankle badly shattered. I was struck by
his manly appearance and his gratitude for the water. He
was later sent to our hospital in Manila, where his foot
was amputated. Infection took place, and two more operations became necessary to save his life, but his leg
had to be sacrificed.11
Harrington
About an hour after the Scouts put out the fire, Kinne said:
We were lounging around, congratulating ourselves on
having had a bloodless victory, when someone inquired
of Harrington, and the reply came, “Oh, he's out scouting
by himself, as usual.” A little later, one of the men came
across the bridge and told us Harrington had been killed.
This was a great surprise and shock, and I recalled the
remark he had made as we ate our meal the noon before.12
By the time the main body of Colonel Summers’ column
reached the bridge, quick repairs had strengthened the firedamaged structure, but a wagon soon broke through. The
bridge was critical for reaching San Isidro by the most direct
route. Unless the Americans could cross the Cabon River by
this bridge, a detour would send them several miles upriver
to the next crossing, a detour that would consume two days.

An all-out effort by several companies of soldiers to repair
the bridge saw them tear down part of a nearby church. One
of the injured Filipinos soldiers said the church was in a village called Tarbon. The engagement at the burning bridge
came to be known as The Fight at Tarbon Bridge.
When Colonel Summers learned of the Scouts’ achievement and of Harrington’s death, he sent word to Lawton at
San Miguel:
Too much praise cannot be given the scouts for their
efficient work. Lieutenant Thornton has proven himself a
most capable and efficient officer, and is deserving of
every praise possible. Our casualties: Scout James Harrington, private, Company G, Second Oregon, killed.
Lawton relayed Summers’ wire to Manila, and added:
I also call attention to the fact that my scouts were again
commended. Harrington killed, the only casualty, is the
man who has several times before been commended for
unusual bravery. He was as brave and noble a soldier as
I have ever known, and his death and the disabling of
Young, who organized the scouts, will be a great loss to
us.
He immediately wired Young in Manila:
Harrington killed today at the head of the scouts, doing
his duty like the brave and noble soldier he was. I hope
you are getting along well.

General Antonio Luna commanded Filipino troops opposing the
American push to San Isidro. A strict disciplinarian and hard-liner,
Luna made many enemies in the military. He was assassinated on
June 5, 1899 after being summoned to Cabanatuan by Aguinaldo.
Whether Aguinaldo ordered his death is a matter of controversy.
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When Lawton arrived on scene later that day, he ordered
Harrington’s body to be covered with the American flag. The
repaired bridge was to be called “Harrington Bridge.” That
was probably about the time when Young died. Next day,
Lawton received word from Major Crosby in Manila:
W.H. Young, chief of scouts, died 5:57 p.m., May 16.
The news was a shock. Just two days earlier at Salacat,
Kinne said they learned that Young was going “to lose his
leg,” which indicates that matters had turned worse. No one
had expected his death.
San Isidro
The culmination of Lawton’s long march from Manila was
the capture of San Isidro. The Americans fought one more
battle on its outskirts on May 17 and inflicted heavy casualties, before several hundred of the enemy broke from their
lines and disappeared, and the Americans occupied the city.
Kinne said:
I shot at a mounted officer but did not succeed in stopping him. Soon the whole line opened fire, and the insurgents could be seen running into the woods at the right.
They opened with volleys at us from a wall surrounding a
cemetery to our left, but soon we dislodged them, as the
Krag bullets penetrated the wall. Some of us on the extreme right of the Scouts got in front of the 3rd Infantry,
who began shooting at us. We hurried to the front, and
advanced right through the town to the church, where we
rang the bell as a signal that the Americans were in possession.

Aguinaldo had decamped well before the American approach, of course. He established a new seat of government
a dozen miles farther north on the Rio Grande de Pampanga, in Cabanatuan.13 Lawton was tempted to pursue the
Filipino leader, but the Americans had reached the limits of
their supply line. Besides, Lawton knew that the farther he
advanced, the farther Aguinaldo would withdraw into the
mountainous north. The only way to wage this war, he believed, was to clear and hold, not clear and move on. The
general had already opined to the U.S. press that the U.S.
would need 100,000 troops to win in the Philippines, a statement that set him sharply at odds with Otis. The Military
Governor stubbornly refused to admit that he needed more
than the 30,000 troops already in country. To Otis, victory
always seemed to lie just around the corner, just as soon as
the Filipinos came to their senses. Meantime, clamor was
growing in the U.S. to bring the Volunteers home from a war
that threatened to drag on far longer and at much greater
cost than anyone ever expected.
The Americans were not alone in having conflicts about
policies in the Philippines. The Filipinos also had their conflicts, and one would come to a head in a few weeks with
the assassination of the commanding general in the area,
Antonio Luna. Unlike Aguinaldo, who sought a negotiated
peace with the U.S. that would see some degree of Filipino
self-government, Luna was a hard-liner who sought military
defeat of the Americans. Luna was a near mirror image of
Otis in this regard, who also refused to consider any terms
except unconditional surrender.
Soon after the Americans took control of San Isidro, Kinne
said a deputation of Spanish soldiers approached the
Scouts with information about some American prisoners of
war. Whether the Spanish soldiers were themselves escaped prisoners of war is not clear. Aguinaldo held several
thousand Spanish soldiers as prisoners, which he hoped to
use as a bargaining chip in negotiating self-government.
Periodically, some escaped and sought the protection of the
Americans. Others joined the Filipinos to fight the Americans. Still others were so intertwined with Filipinos through
long-time residence, marriage, and community affiliations,
they were tolerated and even protected from more militant
Filipinos. Whatever the case with the Spanish soldiers that
approached the Scouts, they led the Americans to a jail
where the prisoners had used charcoal to scrawl their
names and dates of capture on a wall. Aware of the significance of this scene, Kinne wrote the names and dates in his
notebook.
Meanwhile, a Spanish priest delivered three letters from
the American prisoners to Lawton. There were fourteen men
in all, and Aguinaldo had taken them to Cabanatuan.14
Harrington Buried
After the Americans occupied San Isidro, Harrington was
buried in the city’s “Spanish cemetery.” Quick burials were
necessary in the tropical Philippines, and especially when
getting a body back to Manila required several days. Lawton
was chagrined that he missed the ceremony. His adjutant
sent a letter to Colonel Summers:

Young’s unexpected death was from “lockjaw” or tetanus,
caused by a soil-dwelling bacteria called Clostridium tetani.
The bacteria produces a toxin that attacks the nerves that
control the muscles, causing muscle spasms. The first painful stiffness and spasms usually occur in the jaw and neck
(hence the name “lockjaw”). Untreated, the spasms spread
throughout the body, and ultimately cause death by suffocation. Young’s death just four days after his wound was an
unusually rapid advance of the disease. Perhaps he was
already infected, as any puncture wound, even minor, can
result in tetanus. Early 19th Century painting below shows a
patient suffering the full-body muscle spasms of advanced
“lockjaw.”
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Sir: The commanding general has just learned with deep
regret that the burial of Private Harrington, Company G,
of your regiment, occurred at an early hour this afternoon. It was his intention to be present with his staff at
the funeral of this brave man.
The General congratulates you and the members of your
regiment, both commissioned and enlisted, on having
had among you so gallant a soldier as James Harrington,
for whom he entertained a great respect and liking as for
any soldier of his acquaintance.
Kinne did not mention attending the burial in his Diary, but
he did tell how the Scouts enjoyed the spoils of victory.
Kinne said they:
scattered about the town and finally gathered at a deserted house, which we chose for our barracks. Some
had chickens, others had ducks and turkeys, which we
prepared for cooking at once.
At the beginning of his San Isidro campaign, Lawton had
issued an injunction against “straggling, looting, pillaging,
burning…or any unlawful excesses,” but his injunction
against looting was honored mostly in the breech when it
came to food, whether by Scouts or other soldiers. When
they were hungry, the Americans took what they wanted
where they found it, and with little apparent consequence.
A Reconnaissance
With San Isidro in hand, Lawton prepared to send part of
his column south along the Rio Grande de Pampanga to
meet MacArthur’s column moving north. The rest of his
force would retrace their route back to Baliuag. Lawton
knew that chances were almost nil of trapping the main
force of the enemy between him and MacArthur. The Filipinos lacked both numbers and firepower to stand up to the
Americans, but if they had the chance they would attack or
spring an ambush, and then withdraw from battle to fight
another day. Even so, U.S. battlefield successes were taking a toll on Filipino morale and cohesion. The American
juggernaut seemed unstoppable. By year’s end, Aguinaldo
would announce that Filipino resistance was shifting to guerilla warfare. By prolonging the conflict at the cost of American blood and treasure, he hoped the Americans would
elect a U.S. president in 1900 who would change the
McKinley Administration’s policy of conquest and occupation, a policy that McKinley characterized for the American
people as “benevolent assimilation.”
Meantime, Filipinos across the Rio Grande de Pampanga
from San Isidro were taking pot shots at Lawton’s outposts,
so he sent the Scouts over to chase them off. Kinne said:
Under Lieutenant Thornton, 23 of us crossed and went
up into the brush, where we killed a hooded cobra which
crossed our path. It was about 6 feet long. A little farther
on, an insurgent with a gun was seen running from us.
One of the boys shot at him. When we arrived at the
place he was last seen, his gun lay on the ground, but he
had vamoosed.
We proceeded inland about a mile. At one place, as
one of the boys came through a hedge onto an opening,
he saw a number of insurgents in the yard with some

women and children. He called to the insurgents to surrender, but they bolted for the woods, and he shot. Unfortunately, a woman holding a baby was shot through
the chest and died instantly. None of the insurgents were
hit. This was the saddest thing that occurred to us for
some time.15
While the Scouts were across the river, the two regiments
marching downriver to link up with MacArthur had suffered
one killed and several wounded. The advance guard had
taken a wrong road and become separated, and the main
column walked right into a well-placed ambush. The Americans fought an inconclusive battle until dark against Filipinos entrenched across the Rio Grande de Pampanga.
Kinne said that next day the Scouts were “detailed to escort Captain Case of the 22nd Infantry” to join his regiment.”
Actually, Captain Case was with the 2nd Oregon Volunteers,
and he once again was accompanying the Scouts as
Lawton’s staff to find a place to ford the river. Kinne said,
“When we arrived at the place where the 22nd had been shot
into the day before, we stopped and lay in the brush for
some time and watched the insurgents across the river, but
we had orders not to shoot.”
On May 20, the remainder of Lawton’s command prepared
to leave San Isidro. As the troops assembled very early that
morning, Kinne said, “a few volleys were shot into General
Lawton’s headquarters from across the river.” The Scouts
were again sent over to drive the enemy out. Kinne said:
We crossed the river in about 4 feet of water. There
was a dense fog and the insurgents could not see us.
We had orders to proceed down the opposite side of the
river and meet the troops at the ford we had located the
day before.
As we went through the marsh opposite the city of
Santa Isidro, we did not meet with any resistance, but
there were a great many amigos with their household
goods hiding in the marsh. They were very much surprised when we walked in on them from out of the dense
fog, and they disappeared hurriedly in the opposite direction.
Kinne’s use of amigos was ironic. The Americans by then
were suspicious of any Filipino male dressed in the traditional white shirt and trousers of the working class – even a
youth – because he might be an insurrecto, a term the
Americans borrowed from the Spanish to describe someone
rebelling against government authority. U.S. troops often
found these white, so-called “peace suits” in the packs of
dead and wounded Filipino soldiers on the battlefield. The
Americans knew that whenever a file of soldiers passed an
assembly of civilians who stood with their hats doffed and
their heads bowed in a show of deference, there might be
one or two or a half dozen insurrectos among them. Filipino
males were no longer “natives.” They were “goo-goo’s” and
“niggers,” and the Americans no longer hired them as
cooks, laborers, porters, and litter bearers. They did not
trust Filipinos. They instead hired resident Chinese.
The Fight at San Antonio
Several towns lay along the Rio Grande de Pampanga
20

Young’s Scouts
between Lawton and MacArthur. Lawton
needed to drive Aguinaldo’s troops from those
towns, but he knew the gesture was meaningless. As soon as the Americans moved out, the
Filipino soldiers moved back in. Nonetheless,
the next town that needed clearing was San
Antonio, just a few miles from San Isidro.
After the Scouts surprised the amigos in the
marsh, they proceed downriver until they
reached a road that led to the ford they had
located the previous day. From here, Kinne
said:
we proceeded in single file. There were very
few natives in sight, but the few we did see
acted very suspiciously, and as we drew in
The Laguna de Bay in action. Gunboats like this were converted from shallow-draft
sight of the church tower [of San Antonio],
Spanish launches to provide fire support along Luzon’s numerous waterways. Prowe saw a long line of insurgents to our left tected with boilerplate and armed with Army field and Gatling guns, the “mosquito
peeping through the bushes at the Ameri- fleet” was crewed by soldiers, and usually included a complement of infantry. The
can soldiers who were already fording the Laguna de Bay and other gunboats towed cascos loaded with troops and supplies up
river. They were waiting to catch the sol- the Rio Grande de Pampanga to meet Lawton.
diers in the water, but we got there just in
time to spoil their fun.
very exciting moments. I was making some unsuccessful
While we stood in the road watching these Filipinos, not
attempts to get a Filipino who was shooting from around
daring to shoot (as they were between us and our sola corner of the church, when Lyons of the 2nd Oregon
diers), other insurgents to our right and toward the village
came up and asked what I was shooting at. I pointed out
opened fire at us with a volley. This volley came so sudthe Filipino, and Lyons got him through the hatband the
denly that it took us by complete surprise. I cleared a 5first shot, and wounded another who tried to get his gun
foot fence at one bound and got behind a tree. I believe
before he could get away. Seven were killed, and one
this was a record on the Islands for the high jump. We
wounded in this fight, and we had no casualties.
then ran across a clearing and got between the Filipinos
Whether the Scouts alone inflicted those Filipino casualties
and our troops, and followed the natives into the town of
is unclear. Kinne said, “the 2nd Oregons had crossed the
San Antonio nearby. We had a street fight and some
river by this time and followed us into town….” He said the
Scouts:
found some fine horses [hidden] in the church, and I
tried to lead one with me when we went, but in my
attempt to make him lead I got far behind the others,
and the niggers began following us and shooting, so I
had to leave the horse.
Farther downriver, at the site of the earlier Filipino
ambush, they found three fresh graves near the Filipino lines, and “one dead insurgent on the ground,
and another floating in the river.” That afternoon, the
Scouts crossed over the river and re-joined Lawton’s
column in Cabiao.
End of the San Isidro Campaign
The engagement at San Antonio would be the last of
any significance for Lawton’s column. As the Americans moved in caterpillar fashion down the Rio
Grande de Pampanga, the long campaign was ending. The 22nd U.S. Infantry and the 1st North Dakota
Volunteers were a day ahead, followed a day later by
the 2nd Oregon and 13th Minnesota Volunteers, and
Lawton’s support, including Young’s Scouts.
Soldiers cross the Rio Grande de Pampanga on their way back to Manila Next day, the tail of the column marched some seven
from San Isidro. Several regiments claim this photo depicts their troops. The miles downriver to a difficult ford. Stripped naked, the
lead soldier’s cartridge belt indicates they are Volunteers armed with 45-70 soldiers would take most of the following day getting
Springfield, single-shot rifles.
the carts and wagons and artillery across the river.
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Returning to Manila after Lawton’s San Isidro Campaign, Kinne said Young’s Scouts went to a “photo gallery” and had this picture
taken “just as we were.” Several days later, Kinne went to the 4th U.S. Cavalry barracks to get a copy of the photo from Private Simon Harris. Kinne later framed the photo, along with the obverse side of his Medal of Honor, engraved with the date and place of his valor. The inscription reads: “The Congress to Private John B. Kinne, Co B, 1st N.D. Vols. Inf. Near San Isidro, P.I. May 16, 1899”

However, Kinne said the Scouts “managed to get across
early, and went into the town of Arayat,” where the North
Dakotas and the 22nd U.S. Infantry had linked up with the
advance of MacArthur’s column.
On May 22, Kinne said the Scouts were ordered to stay
in Arayat as the rearguard and:
not leave town until all the soldiers had left, and to see
that no intoxicated soldiers were left in the town. We
scouted around a little before we left, and an engineer by
the name of Murphy, of the transport Grant, who was
among the Scouts, swiped a sack of pesos from a Chinaman and divided the “swag” among the boys when we
assembled at the edge of town.
Kinne’s Diary is evidence that Young’s Scouts stole horses
to ride, stole livestock and garden produce to eat, and apparently had no compunctions about sharing stolen “swag.”

After leaving Arayat and catching up with the column, the
Scouts marched into Candaba. Here they found the gunboats that had pulled cascos up the river. “We secured good
quarters and rested that afternoon,” Kinne said. Later in the
day, the 2nd Oregon Volunteers learned they were being
returned to Manila, presumably to board a ship that would
take them home. Kinne said, “a happier crowd could not be
found.”
Next day (May 23), the Scouts from the 2nd Oregon Volunteers were ordered to rejoin their regiment. Kinne said:
Lieutenant Thornton, the leader of the Scouts, and
Robertson, Lyons, Huntley, High, and O’Neil left us…
[and] the three 4th Calvary men were assigned to Company H of the North Dakotas for rations. While at headquarters, they were told by Major Edwards of General
Lawton’s staff that the organization of Scouts would be
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Only two Scouts have been positively identified in this photo. John Kinne (#10) kneels at the extreme left. He has a Spanish-style cartridge pouch attached to his cartridge belt, probably taken from a Filipino battle casualty. Perhaps in that pouch
Kinne carried the notebook that provides so much of what is known of Young’s Scouts. Marcus Robertson of the 2nd Oregon
Volunteers has been identified as #16. The identities of the remaining Scouts have yet to be confirmed, but several clues suggest identities. #1 may be Frank Ross of the 1st North Dakota regiment, the tallest of the Scouts at 6 feet 1 inch. The man
next to him (#2) appears to be taller, but he is actually standing on the curb. The three Scouts from the 4th U.S. Cavalry are
#4, #5, and #11, identifiable by their carbine version of the Krag. Of these, Eli Watkins is probably #4, the tallest of the three.
Peter Quinn is probably #5, and Simon Harris is #11. William Thomas may be #6, because the only other corporal, Frank
Anders, appears to have left the Scouts soon after the fight at Tarbon Bridge. John Killian, who joined the 1st North Dakota in
San Francisco and was one of the older Scouts, may be #12. Note the unsoldier-like appearance of #13, who is wearing a
torn tee shirt and has a big toe sticking out of his boot. That is probably Edward Lyon, whose appearance and pose is similar
to that of #29 in the Baliuag photo, identified as Lyon. John Smith may be #14, one of the few Scouts with a “dark complexion.” He was killed in action in the Philippines after the Scouts were disbanded, as were two other Scouts.
continued and that each man would get special mention
to the Secretary of War.16
Kinne’s last mission as a Scout occurred when:
there was heavy firing south of [Candaba], and General
Lawton sent ten of us across the river to the church
tower to see what it was, and from there we could see
San Alfonso ablaze. The 3rd infantry and three troops of
cavalry with some artillery were on the road going north,
and must have met the enemy there. We later heard
there were two Americans killed, 16 wounded, and 22
niggers killed.
Next day, Lawton’s column, now combined, marched
downriver to Apalit, where Kinne said most of the men spent
the night in “a very fine church.”
Just three miles from Apalit was Calumpit, the northernmost reach of the railroad line from Manila under American

control. At Calumpit, the Filipinos had disabled the railroad
bridge across the wide expanse of the Rio Grand de Pampanga.17 Now, everything coming downriver from Lawton’s
San Isidro campaign had to be carried or ferried across the
river to the rail yard, where troops were assembling to be
taken by train to Manila. That is where Kinne and the rest of
the Scouts found the 2nd Oregon Volunteers waiting to board
a train that was shuttling back and forth to Manila. Kinne
said:
we secured Colonel Summers’ permission to ride on the
train, and later Colonel Treumann [of the 1st North Dakota Volunteers] also gave his consent for us to go. We
crawled up on top of the boxcar, and it was a merry
bunch of Scouts that left Calumpit for Manila some 45
miles away. We saw some pretty country on the way,
and along the track a vast system of trenches that had
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been constructed by the insurgents.
Militarily, Lawton’s 35-day San Isidro campaign
accomplished little. Filipino battle casualties were
significant, but not severe. Perhaps more important
were lessons the Americans learned about campaigning in the Philippines:
- the enemy was elusive
- Spanish-era maps were unreliable
- artillery needed to be small and mobile
- supplying large forces by land was impractical
- sickness and tropical heat and rain were constant problems
- territory not occupied soon reverted to Filipino
control
Manila
On reaching Manila in mid afternoon, Kinne said
the Scouts “went directly to a picture gallery and
had a group picture taken just as we were.”
The photo of Young’s Scouts taken in Manila on
May 25 at the end of Lawton’s San Isidro Campaign includes just 17 of that tight-knit band. They
are a rough-looking bunch, and only a few in the
picture have been identified. Two rifles are leaned America’s first Decoration Day in Manila in 1899 saw the Scouts asin the window frame behind the men. They doubt- semble at the cemetery on Battery Knoll to pay tribute to Chief Scout
less represent the two Scouts killed in action – Wil- William Henry Young. In charge of “floral arrangements” for the event,
Kinne is placing flowers on Young’s grave. Battery Knoll was the site of a
liam Henry Young and James Harrington.
Kinne provided another peek at the way the large American military cemetery, but civilian Young could not be buried
Scouts operated when he said: “The next day, the in the military area. Some 300 graves of American soldiers were laid out
Scouts, with three pony carts they had captured, on Battery Knoll. Soldiers were also buried in other military and civilian
went into the city and sold the ponies and carts for cemeteries around Manila. The Army did not return soldier remains to
the U.S. until 1900.
$250 and divided it among the members.”
Decoration Day
Scouts at Young’s grave on Decoration Day, 1899.
A couple days later, the Scouts had a meeting and “made
- The soldiers are wearing the new khaki uniforms they
arrangements for floral decorations for Young's grave for
received two days after they returned to Manila.
Decoration Day.” Originally, Decoration Day honored Union
- The grave marker is large and square-topped and stands
soldiers who had lost their lives in the Civil War, when their
alone. Military grave markers at Battery Knoll were smaller
graves were decorated with flowers and flags. By the time of
and round-topped and in rows.
the Philippine-American War, Decoration Day honored
- There is a large floral arrangement leaning against the
America’s dead of all wars, and was sometimes called Megrave marker
morial Day. Kinne said:
- The soldier bending over the grave has a mop of dark
Decoration Day seemed the most like Sunday of any day
hair, like Kinne’s hair in the Manila photo of the Scouts.
we had spent on the Islands. Being on the floral commitThat afternoon, Kinne said:
tee to decorate the graves, I was busy early in the morn…Corporal Thomas was summoned to brigade heading, and after getting bouquets from the natives, who
quarters and was told by Major Edwards that General
made up the floral monument for Young's grave, I went
Lawton had decided to recommend to the War Departto the bamboo barracks, where the Scouts assembled to
ment that each man who took part in the battles of San
march to Battery Knoll where Young was buried. Chapnd
Miguel and Tarbon Bridge be given a Congressional
lain Stull of the 2 Oregons read some Scripture and
Medal. Major Edwards asked Thomas who was the first
spoke a few words, and we put our decorations on the
man to cross the burning bridge, and he replied, “I am
grave, after which a picture was taken of it with the boys
18
sorry to say I was not. I fell into the river.”
around.
Kinne
said that Lieutenant Thornton and Corporal Thomas
The photo of Kinne bending over Young’s grave to
were
two
of the first three to cross the Tarbon Bridge. Thostraighten the flowers is probably not the photo taken “with
mas received a Certificate of Merit for his valor. Thornton
the boys around,” which most likely was a more formal
received nothing. The third man has not been identified.19
pose. That photo has yet to be discovered.20 The photo
End of Young’s Scouts
shown is from a stereograph that does not identify the
Contrary
to
what
the three Scouts from the 4th U.S. Cavscene, but several clues point to this photo as showing the
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alry were told at Candaba, Young’s Scouts were not continued. Lawton had no Young or Harrington to lead them, and
both the 1st North Dakota and the 2nd Oregon regiments whose men largely made up the Scouts - were due to go
home.
But not just yet. Otis wanted to mount another expedition
before he allowed the Volunteers to leave the Philippines.
Lawton saw that Otis’s plan had the earmarks of another
wasted effort. His commanding officer wanted to sweep the
mountainous Morong peninsula east of Manila to trap and
destroy Aguinaldo’s forces that were harassing the city and
its suburbs
Just a few days after they returned from Lawton’s long San
Isidro Campaign, both the 1st North Dakota and the 2nd Oregon Volunteers went into battle again on the Morong peninsula, and the Oregon regiment lost several killed and
wounded.
On that expedition, Kinne and others from the 1st North
Dakota regiment who were Young’s Scouts became scouts
for their regiment. The size of the unit is not known, but
Colonel Treumann selected Private John Killian as his “chief
scout.” An older man, Killian was one of Young’s original
Scouts. Kinne also mentions Glassley and McIntyre as being in the new scout unit.
A few days later, Killian was killed on patrol near Morong.
The 1st North Dakota Volunteers occupied Morong for a
month, which Kinne called “a fierce place.” Scouts sent out
on patrol often got into firefights. For a time, the troops went
hungry because of supply problems. Sickness was rampant.
A case of cholera saw the Americans burn down half the
town as a preventative. As debilities saw more and more
troops sent back to Manila, the effective strength of regiment shrank. One night, Kinne had to stand his post the entire night, alone.
At last, his regiment was relieved and returned to Manila,
where Kinne records just two more events related to his service with Young’s Scouts. One was on July 4, a day celebrated in Manila with music, fireworks, and much revelry,
but only during daytime hours. Even in Manila, Americans
were not safe in the Philippine-American War, and the city
lived under a strict curfew. That afternoon, Kinne went to the
“4th cavalry quarters to get a picture of the Scouts from Harris, which we had taken when we returned from the north
trip.”
Kinne last mentioned the Scouts on July 24, when he “was
summoned to headquarters…to get dates from my diary of
certain fights that the Scouts had.”
He returned to the States with his regiment, and reached
home in early October. “I was the first to leave the train,” he
said, and “on the 14th I entered Fargo College as a freshman, where I had left off 18 months before, and my experiences as a soldier were over.”
Afterword
In the Civil War, a Union soldier just 20 years old named
Henry Harrison Young, wrote to his mother after his first action:
The fact is, no one knows what fighting is till they have

seen it; and they that have, after it is over and they think
about it, would like to see it over again. There is an excitement about it, there is a longing for it again that no
one knows who has not experienced it.20
Before long, Young was leading a select band of men behind Confederate lines that became a storied unit called
“Young’s Scouts.”
In the Philippines some 40 years later, several of this second band of extraordinary men called “Young’s Scouts” also
seemed to crave battlefield excitement. A number of them
re-enlisted in the Regular Army to continue fighting in the
Philippines.
Two who re-enlisted were killed in action within a year.
Another would die on the battlefields of France in World War
I. Like their chief, William Henry Young, they were warriors.
Of the rest, much remains to be discovered.21

Lawton’s San Isidro Campaign lasted 35 days and involved some 3,500 troops. His opposite to the west, General
Arthur MacArthur, commanded a force somewhat larger.
The San Isidro Campaign saw many “victories,” but those
victories did little to change the tactical situation. With insufficient troops to occupy captured territory, the Americans
saw Aguinaldo’s soldiers reassert control as soon as the
Army moved out. Before the end of the year, Lawton would
undertake a second San Isidro campaign, this time with
enough troops to occupy captured territory and begin installing an American-style government.
As the Philippine-American War dragged on, the conflict
threatened to became a major issue in the 1900 presidential
election. The administration of President William McKinley
had to balance public demands to bring the Volunteers
home with the need for more troops to fight what was called
the Filipino “insurgency.” For political reasons, the Administration did not want to ask for new regiments. Instead, it
increased the size of Regular Army companies by 20% and
fed new recruits into existing regiments. It also created two
new regiments to recruit Volunteers already in the Philippines, men whose enlistments were expiring. Nine members
of Young’s Scouts stayed in the Philippines to join the new
36th U.S. Volunteer regiment or other Regular Army units.
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Congressional Medal of Honor
The U.S. Congress first established “medals of honor” during the Civil War to recognize non-commissioned Navy personnel who distinguished themselves “by their gallantry in
action.” Shortly after, the Congress also approved “medals
of honor” for non-commissioned Army personnel. The Medal
of Honor was the only official decoration for valor at the
time. An act of valor not rising to the level deserving of a
Medal of Honor was recognized by a Certificate of Merit. For
the four-day battle at Gettysburg, fifty-eight Medals of Honor
were awarded.
After the Civil War, several different designs of the Medal
of Honor were struck by both the Navy and the Army, but all
retained the five-point star of the originals. In 1904, Congress approved a new design for the Army Medal of Honor,
a creation of General George Gillespie.
“Gillespie” Medal of Honor
The Gillespie design added a green laurel wreath and the
word “VALOR,” and also introduced a blue neck ribbon featuring 13 white stars. A medallion in the five-point star features Minerva, a Roman goddess associated with war. A
circle of text reads “United States of America.”
Members of Young’s Scouts awarded the Medal of Honor
received the “Gillespie” medal.

In 1927, Scouts Frank Anders and Peter Quinn posed at the
monument to the 5th NY Light Artillery at Gettysburg National Cemetery. Each wears the badge version of his Medal
of Honor. Anders (left) also appears to be wearing two medals that Volunteers in the Philippines received, the Spanish
Campaign medal and a Philippine Campaign medal, and
two others that relate to his military service in WW I.

In 1915, Congress authorized awarding of the Medal of
Honor to all military personnel, both commissioned or noncommissioned.
In 1918, the criteria for awarding an Army Medal of Honor
stated that a person had to conspicuously distinguish himself, in action involving actual conflict with an enemy, by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life, above and beyond
the call of duty. Several lesser but significant awards were
also created then, including the Distinguished Service
Cross, the Distinguished Service Medal, and the Silver Star.
As the awarding of a Medal of Honor became more rare,
Congress approved additional benefits and honors for recipients. Most Medals of Honor today are posthumous
awards, and are personally presented by the President of
the United States.

In 1937, three of Young’s Scouts who were awarded the
Medal of Honor posed with MOH holder Major General
Smedley Butler in Aberdeen, Washington, where John
Kinne lived. L to R are John Kinne, Richard Longfellow,
General Butler, and Gotfred Jenson.
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Scouts Roster, Enlistment Records, Decorations
Not all rosters of Young’s Scouts are in agreement. Research indicates that 36 enlisted men served as Scouts
before the unit was disbanded about May 26, 1899. In addition to civilian Chief of Scouts William Henry Young,
two Army staff officers shared combat with the Scouts: Captain William Birkhimer, 3rd U.S. Artillery, and 2nd Lieutenant James Thornton, Co. B, 2nd Oregon Volunteers. Sometimes, Captain James Case of the 2nd Oregon Volunteers joined them. A civilian named Murphy appears to have traveled with the Scouts as well.
The Congressional Medal of Honor was the only official military medal during the conflict in the Philippines. It
was awarded for exceptional battlefield valor. Nomination for a Medal of Honor sometimes resulted in a lesser
honor, a Certificate of Merit, for which an official medal was authorized in 1905. Today’s equivalent of a Certificate
of Merit is the Distinguished Service Cross. Posthumous awards were not made.
Medal of Honor
recommended

Certificate of Merit
awarded

Medal of Honor
awarded

Died a combatrelated death

Original Scouts (appointed April 30, 1899)
William Henry Young, Chief of Scouts, a civilian, born in Vermont about 1858. Wounded May 13,
1899 in the right knee at San Miguel de Mayumo. Died May 16, 1899 at 1st Reserve Hospital in Manila from “lockjaw” (tetanus) (according to 2nd Oregon Volunteers official history). Young was buried in
the civilian area of the Battery Knoll cemetery in Paco, near Manila.
1. Michael Glassley, Private, Co. A, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at age 20; 5’ 6¾”
tall; fair complexion; blue eyes; light brown hair; born in Iowa; rancher. Recommended for Medal of
Honor for gallantry on May 16 at Tarbon Bridge; not awarded. Glassley was discharged by orders
on July 12, 1899, and re-enlisted in 36th U.S.V. Infantry.
2. Calvin B. Wilson, Private, Co. A, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at age 40; 5’ 10” tall; fair
complexion; blue eyes; light brown hair; born in Iowa; farmer. According to Kinne, Wilson dropped out of
the Scouts after the capture of Baliuag. Kinne said that Glassley took his place, but Glassley was one of
the original 25 Scouts.
3. Frank Lafayette Anders, Corporal, Co. B, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at age 22; 5’
9½’ tall; fair complexion; blue eyes; dark brown hair; born in North Dakota; machinist. Recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 13 at San Miguel de Mayumo; awarded March 3,
1906.
4. Otto M. Luther, Private, Co. B, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at age 21; 5’ 7¾” tall; fair
complexion; blue eyes; brown hair; born in Wisconsin; clerk.
5. Edward McBain, Private, Co. B, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at age 21; 5’ 4½” tall; dark
complexion; blue eyes; dark brown hair; born in North Dakota; farmer. According to Kinne, McBain
dropped out of the Scouts after the capture of Baliuag and was replaced by James McIntyre.
6. Thomas Sletteland, Corporal, Co. C, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at age 27; 5’ 8½”
tall; dark complexion; hazel eyes; dark brown hair; born in Norway; laborer. Recommended for
Medal of Honor for gallantry on April 12, 1899 at Paete; awarded March 11, 1902.
7. Gotfred Jenson, Private, Co. D, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at age 25; 5’ 7¼”
tall; fair complexion; blue eyes; flax hair; born in Denmark; farmer. Recommended for Medal of
Honor for gallantry on May 13 at San Miguel de Mayumo; recommended for Medal of Honor
for gallantry on May 16 at Tarbon Bridge; awarded June 6, 1906 for gallantry at San Miguel de
Mayumo; discharged by orders, July 19, 1899; re-enlisted 36th U.S.V. (Grave marker erroneously indicates 35th U.S.V.)
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8. Neal Christianson, Private, Co. G, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at age 29; 5’ 9½ tall;
sandy complexion; hazel eyes; light hair; born in Wisconsin; baker. According to Kinne, Christianson
dropped out after Baliuag, and was replaced by Richard Longfellow.
9. Charles P. Davis, Private, Co. G, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at age 24; 5’ 8” tall;
fair complexion; light brown eyes; light brown hair; born in Minnesota; cook. Recommended for
Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 16 at Tarbon Bridge; awarded April 26, 1906.
10. Edwin J. Pannell, Private, Co. H., 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at age 25; 5’ 5⅛’
tall; fair complexion; blue eyes; flax hair; born in Minnesota; farmer. Supposedly wounded in left
side on April 12, 1899 at Paete (before the Scouts were formed), but his wound is not reported in
casualty records; killed in France in World War I.
11. John H. Killian, Private, Co. H, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at San
Francisco. No muster details. Recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 16
at Tarbon Bridge; killed in action at Morong, June 9, 1899. Received Certificate of Merit.
12. John E. Desmond, Private, Co. I, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered into service
at age 32; 5’ 8” tall; medium complexion; blue eyes; dark hair; born in Massachusetts; woodworker. Recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 16 at Tarbon Bridge; not
awarded. Received Certificate of Merit.
13. Otto A. Boehler, Private, Co. I, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered into service at age 24; 5’
6¼” tall; fair complexion; light brown eyes, light brown hair; born in Norway; farmer. Recommended
for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 16 at Tarbon Bridge; awarded May 17, 1906.
14. William F. Thomas, Corporal, Co. K, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at age 27;
5’ 9½” tall; fair complexion; light blue eyes; light brown hair; born in Germany; acrobat. Recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 16 at Tarbon Bridge. Received Certificate of
Merit. Discharged by orders, July 31, 1899; re-enlisted 36th U.S.V.
15. John C. Smith, Private, Co. K, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at age 29; 5’ 6⅞” tall; dark
complexion; slate eyes; dark brown hair; born in Massachusetts; molder. Re-enlisted 36th U.S.V. Kinne
said that while the regiment was mustering out in San Francisco “word was received that Smith of Company K, one of Young’s Scouts, who had been discharged in Manila and joined Bell’s Regulars, had
been killed at San Fernando.” Smith’s name does not appear on lists of casualties in Official Correspondence, Vol. 2.
16. Patrick Hussey, Private, Co. K, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at age
29; 5’ 10¾’ tall; medium dark complexion; brown hair; brown eyes; born in Pennsylvania; laborer. Recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 13 at San Miguel de Mayumo; recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 16 at Tarbon
Bridge. Received Certificate of Merit for both. Re-enlisted 36th U.S.V.
17. James Harrington, Private, Co. G, 2nd Oregon Volunteers. Mustered in at age 45; 5’ 6”
tall; light complexion; hazel eyes; dark brown hair; born in Massachusetts; seaman. Recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 13 at San Miguel de Mayumo; killed in action
on May 16, 1899 at Tarbon Bridge; not awarded. Tarbon Bridge renamed Harrington Bridge in
his honor, according to 2nd Oregon Volunteers official history.
18. Frank Charles High, Private, Co. G, 2nd Oregon Volunteers. Mustered in at Ashland, Oregon at
age 23; 5’ 10” tall’ fair complexion; blue eyes; light brown hair; born in California; farmer. Relieved
by verbal order of General Lawton, May 25; recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May
16 at Tarbon Bridge; awarded March 16, 1911.
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19. William B. Scott, Private, Co. K, 2nd Oregon Volunteers. Mustered in at age 21; 5’ 5½” tall; fair complexion; dark blue eyes; dark brown hair; born in Oregon; student. Relieved by verbal order of General
Lawton, May 5, 1899. In 1st Reserve Hospital in Manila May 6 – 30.
20. James B. O’Neil, Private, Co. L, 2nd Oregon Volunteers. Age unknown in Muster Roll; 5’ 7¾” tall;
fair complexion; blue eyes; brown hair; born in Pennsylvania; mechanic. Returned to regular duty by
verbal order, May 22, 1899.
21. Edward Eugene Lyon, Private, Co. B, 2nd Oregon Volunteers. Mustered in at age 26; 5’
11¾’ tall; fair complexion; blue eyes; brown hair; born in Wisconsin; logger. Recommended for
Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 13 at San Miguel de Mayumo; recommended for Medal of
Honor for gallantry on May 16 at Tarbon Bridge; awarded January 24, 1906 for gallantry at
San Miguel de Mayumo.
22. Marcus William Robertson, Private, Co. B, 2nd Oregon Volunteers. Mustered in at age 28; 5’
6½” tall; fair complexion; blue eyes; brown hair; born in Wisconsin; millworker. Recommended for
Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 16 at Tarbon Bridge; awarded April 28, 1906.
23. Eli L. Watkins, Private, Troop C, 4th U.S. Cavalry. Enlisted Sept. 30, 1896 in San
Diego at age 29; 5’ 8¾” tall, ruddy complexion, blue eyes, brown hair, born in
Decorah, Iowa; a soldier (this was his second enlistment). Discharged March 25,
1900 in Panay, Philippines. Recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May
13 at San Miguel de Mayumo; recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May
16 at Tarbon Bridge. Received Certificate of Merit for both.
24. Simon Harris, Private, Troop G, 4th U.S. Cavalry. Enlisted May 2, 1898 in Seattle, Washington at age 24; 5’ 7½” tall, fair complexion, blue eyes, brown hair, born in Cassey, Illinois;
laborer. Discharged August 16, 1899 at Manila, Philippines. Recommended for Medal of
Honor for gallantry on May 13 at San Miguel de Mayumo; recommended for Medal of Honor
for gallantry on May 16 at Tarbon Bridge; not awarded.
25. Peter H. Quinn, Private, Troop L, 4th U.S. Cavalry. Enlisted June 2, 1898 at the Presidio,
San Francisco at age 25; 5’ 8” tall, dark complexion, blue eyes, brown hair; clerk. Discharged
August 17, 1899 in Manila. Recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 13 at San
Miguel de Mayumo; recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 16 at Tarbon
Bridge; awarded June 6, 1906 for gallantry at San Miguel de Mayumo.

Later Scouts
st

26. James W. McIntyre, Private, Co. B, 1 North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at
age 23; 5’ 10” tall; fair complexion; blue eyes; brown hair; born in Minnesota; waiter.
Kinne said McIntyre replaced McBaine after Baliuag, i.e. May 4, 1899. Recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 13 at San Miguel de Mayumo; recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 16 at Tarbon Bridge. Received
Certificate of Merit for both. Re-enlisted 36th U.S.V.
27. Richard Moses Longfellow, Private, Co. A, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at age
31; 5’ 7¼” tall; fair complexion; blue eyes; dark brown hair; born in Illinois; boilermaker. According
to Kinne, he replaced Christianson after Baliuag; recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on
May 16 at Tarbon Bridge; received June 1911.
28. Thomas M. Sweeney, Private, Co. K, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at age 22;
5’ 9½” tall; sandy complexion; light blue eyes; light brown hair; born in Maryland; miner. Recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 16 at Tarbon Bridge; not awarded. Reenlisted 17th U.S. Infantry, Co. A; killed on October 24, 1900 at San Isidro.
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29. Frank W. Summerfield, Private, Co. K, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Enlisted in Manila in March 1899 after arriving as a crew member on the USS Oregon. No muster details. Recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 13 at San Miguel de Mayumo; recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 16 at Tarbon Bridge; not
awarded. Re-enlisted 36th U.S.V, Co. F; killed January 20, 1900 between Tanauan and
Lipa. John Kinne said he knew Summerfield as a boy in Lisbon, North Dakota, and that Summerfield ran
away from home as a youth.
30. Frank Fulton Ross, Private, Co. H, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at age 30; 6’ 1”
tall; fair complexion; light blue eyes; light brown hair; born in Avon, Illinois; machinist. Recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 16 at Tarbon Bridge; awarded June 6, 1906.
31. Willis H. Downs, Private, Co. H, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at age 32; 5’
7¼’ tall; dark complexion; slate eyes; black hair; born in Connecticut; farmer. Recommended
for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 13 at San Miguel de Mayumo; recommended for Medal
of Honor for gallantry on May 16 at Tarbon Bridge; awarded February 16, 1906 for gallantry at
San Miguel de Mayumo.
32. Sterling Archibald Galt, Private, Co. G, 1st North Dakota Volunteers: Mustered in at age
21; 5’ 7” tall; fair complexion; slate eyes; light brown hair; born in Maryland; painter. Recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 16 at Tarbon Bridge; not awarded; re-enlisted
36th U.S.V.; recommended for Medal of Honor for gallantry on November 9, 1899 at Bamban,
Luzon; awarded April 30, 1902.
33. John Baxter Kinne, Private, Co. B, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at age 20; 5’ 6⅞”
tall; dark complexion; hazel eyes; dark brown hair; born in Wisconsin; student. Recommended for
Medal of Honor for gallantry on May 16 at Tarbon Bridge; awarded May 17, 1906.
34. Forest D. Warren, Private, Co. C, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at age 18; 5’ 5¾” tall;
fair complexion; light brown eyes; brown hair; born in North Dakota; farmer.
35. William R. Truelock, Private, Co. C, 1st North Dakota Volunteers. Mustered in at age 38; 5’ 8¾” tall;
dark complexion; blue eyes; dark brown hair; born in Indiana; laborer. Wounded on May 12, 1899 in left
knee at San Ildefonso. It is unclear when Truelock joined the Scouts. His wound at San Ildefonso is the
first mention so far discovered of his being with Young’s Scouts.
36. Merritt B. Huntley, Private, Co. L, 2nd Oregon Volunteers. Mustered in at age 24; 5’ 7½” tall;
fair complexion; blue eyes; dark brown hair; born in Oregon; laborer. Returned to regiment on May
13 from hospital stay, and joined the Scouts on May 14 with Kinne. According to the official history
of the 2nd Oregon regiment, Captain Birkhimer recommended Huntley for a Medal of Honor for battlefield gallantry at the Tarbon Bridge.
James E. Thornton, 2nd Lieutenant, Co. B, 2nd Oregon Volunteers. Mustered in at age 27; 5’ 8” tall;
dark complexion; blue eyes; brown hair; millworker. After Young was wounded, Lawton assigned Thornton as Chief of Scouts. Kinne said Lt. Thornton was first to cross the burning bridge at Tarbon.
William Edward Birkhimer, Captain, 3rd U.S. Artillery (acting as infantry). Birkhimer accompanied
the Scouts at least twice after Baliuag. Some accounts indicate that he led the Scouts. Lawton intended for Young to lead and for the Scouts to report to Young. Recommended for Medal of Honor
for gallantry at San Miguel de Mayumo; awarded July 15, 1902.
UNK Murphy, a civilian. Kinne said Murphy was an “engineer” from the Army Transport Grant who saw
action with the original Scouts. He appears to have been among the Scouts from beginning to end, as
Kinne mentions him as being with the Scouts on May 22.
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Endnotes
1 Another unit known as Young’s Scouts operated on the Union
side in the Civil War under command of Major Henry Harrison
Young.
2 This history incorporates material from the author’s The Boys: 1st
North Dakota Volunteers in the Philippines, Puzzlebox Press,
2010.
3 All quoted messages are taken from U.S. Serial Set, No. 3903,
pp. 149-285.
4 Private John Baxter Kinne’s manuscript Diary provides the most
complete information we have about William Henry Young and the
operations of the Scouts. Kinne did not join the Scouts until May
14, but he interviewed some of the original Scouts to reconstruct
their early service. An unidentified civilian who knew Young and
shared some of Young’s experiences before the two civilians came
to the Philippines also provided Kinne with background information.
Some of that information is corroborated in Lawton’s communications with Manila regarding Young. Quotations from Kinne are from
the author’s edited typescript of Kinne’s Diary.
5 Kinne said there were “17 North Dakota men” in the original
Scouts, but the official record shows just 16. Names are garbled in
several communications, e.g. Pannel is “Powell” and Sletteland is
“Shetland.” Kinne also said that a civilian named Murphy was with
the Scouts from the beginning. According to Kinne, Murphy was
“an engineer on the Grant,” the Army transport that brought Lawton
to the Philippines. Coincidentally, Lawton was serving in the 4th
U.S. Cavalry when he pursued Geronimo and took him into custody.
6 Harris may have been one of Kinne’s informants when Kinne
reconstructed the history of the Scouts. The shorter barrel of the
Krag carbine helps to identify the three Scouts from the 4th U.S.
Cavalry in the photo taken in Manila on May 25, 1899.
7 The .43 caliber Remington Model 1889 was a single-shot rifle.
Filipinos who were members of the militia under Spanish rule carried this rifle. In performance, the Remington was similar to the 4570 Springfield. Spanish soldiers carried the Mauser rifle. Filipinos
acquired most of their Mausers from Spanish soldiers they defeated in battle, from defectors, and from raids on Spanish garrisons.
8 In his first report of this engagement, Birkhimer mistakenly identifies Truelock as “Private William A. Lockwood.”
9 Arthur MacArthur was the father of Douglas MacArthur of WW II
fame in the Pacific Theatre. The younger MacArthur was a West
Point cadet at this time.
10 Reportage of Birkhimer’s conflicts with the Scouts is from Jerry
Cooper and Glenn Smith’s Citizens as Soldiers: A History of the
North Dakota National Guard, 1986.
11 The official history of the 2nd Oregon Volunteers (The Official
Records of the Oregon Volunteers in the Spanish War and Philippine Insurrection) says Thornton was on “special duty as chief of
scouts May 13-22,’99, inc., per field S.O. No. 4 hdqrs. 1st div., 8th
A.C., dated May 13, ‘99” This entry is in error, as the dateline for
that field order is “In the Field, San Isidro, Luzon, May 18, 1899.”
12 Kinne’s Diary adds this formation about the wounded sergeant:
This man’s cousin was General Gregorio Del Pilar’s orderly at the
same engagement. Five years later, while I was a medical student
at Chicago University, I had an interesting meeting with him. I was
headwaiter at the Men's Commons, and one day a Filipino by the
name of Sarabia asked for a position as a student waiter. This was
given to him, and, in the course of a conversation, I asked him if he
had been a soldado. He said he was, and belonged to Aguinaldo’s
Own, or the 1st Manila Regulars. I asked him what engagements he

had taken part in, and he told me of several, and among others
mentioned the engagement at Tarbon bridge in which his father
fought and his cousin was wounded. He informed me there were
200 in the trenches that day, and that he was General Del Pilar’s
orderly. When I told him that there were but 23 Americans in the
fight, he was greatly surprised and inclined to doubt me. He asked
how I knew, and I said I was also a soldier and one of the 23, and
related the details of his cousin's unfortunate experience as I knew
them. He was then convinced that I must be telling the truth.
Sarabia and I became fast friends. He was a bright, intelligent
fellow and had come to the States to act as interpreter at the St.
Louis Exposition. He later took up ophthalmology and returned to
Manila, where he established himself in business and is now the
leading optician of that city.
13 From Kinne’s description of carrying water to the wounded, we
can assume the Scouts were gathered on the north side of the
bridge when the Scout came across the bridge to announce that
Harrington was killed. Harrington was thus probably killed before
the charge.
14 In World War II, Cabanatuan was the site of a large Japanese
prisoner-of-war camp. In January 1945, more than 500 mostly
American prisoners were liberated in a commando raid by American Army and Filipino guerilla soldiers. That dramatic feat is the
subject of several books and films.
15 The fourteen included two civilians, four U.S. Army, and eight
U.S. Navy. The Navy men were from the USS Yorktown, who were
captured ashore while endeavoring to reach a Spanish garrison at
Baler, on the east coast of Luzon. The garrison refused to believe
the Spanish-American conflict had ended. When the Spanish soldiers finally surrendered and returned to Manila, they had held out
for 337 days, and their numbers had been diminished by death
from 57 to 33.
16 Just who the 23 Scouts were at this time is somewhat ambiguous. A letter from Lieutenant Thornton to Lawton’s adjutant dated
May 18, 1899 asked for the following men to be assigned “to serve
with my command as scouts….” He named Sweeney, Galt, Ross,
McIntyre, Judd, Huntley, and Longfellow, and said that Corp. Anders was to be relieved. All these men except Pvt. Orval O. Judd of
the 1st North Dakota’s Co. D were previous members of Young’s
Scouts. This letter is the only mention of Judd as a Scout. Another
letter from Thornton dated the same day reports that “Private Scott
of Company K, Second Oregon U.S. Volunteers, has failed to report to me in compliance with Special Field Orders No. 4.” Scott
was one of the original Young’s Scouts who became ill on their
search-and-destroy mission, and was sent to the hospital in Manila
about May 5, where his regimental record indicates he remained
until May 26.
17 Special Mention in Orders singled out individuals for meritorious
deeds, not necessarily on the battlefield.
18 When MacArthur occupied Malolos two months earlier, he
wanted to push on to Calumpit, just five miles farther. There he
could protect the railroad bridge and to use the Rio Grande de
Pampanga as a defensive barrier. Otis ordered him not to advance
beyond Malolos.
19 The “bamboo barracks” were former Spanish infantry barracks
in the Manila suburb of Malate, and were the “home” of the 1st
North Dakota Volunteers. Kinne’s Company B was quartered a few
blocks away in a large house. Chaplain George C. Stull was actually with the 1st Washington Volunteers. Battery Knoll was an
American artillery site on the outskirts of Manila, used at the time of
the February 4 outbreak of Filipino-American hostilities.
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20 After the Scouts returned to Manila, Kinne said, “The photographer for Harper’s Weekly came out to the quarters and took pictures of a number of the Scouts.” These photos have not yet been
discovered.
21 Beymer, William Gilmore, Scouts and Spies of the Civil War, p.
83.
22 Little is known about the later lives of most members of Young’s
Scouts. In 1953, not long before he died, John Kinne attended an
event in New York City that honored the nation’s Medal of Honor
winners. Whether other Scouts were there who received the Medal
of Honor has yet to be discovered.

The Boys is a complete telling of one Volunteer regiment’s experience in the Philippines. Enlisting to fight
Spain in Cuba, the Volunteers found themselves fighting the Filipinos they had gone to liberate from Spain’s
oppressive rule in the Philippines. Reviewers call The
Boys “a magnificent piece of history“ “a fascinating
account” “a marvelous job” “a remarkable task”
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Also by John Durand
The Taos Massacres is a gripping, historically accurate novel bringing to life the bloody 1847 rebellion in
New Mexico against American rule. “a masterful combination of historical fact and irresistible suspense”
Behind Enemy Lines: A Memoir probes a growing
boy’s polio and its effects on his life - physical, emotional, and psychological. “I commend your courage in
being so forthright” [Also on Amazon Kindle]
The Odyssey of Mary B tells the story of a young
convict sent to the new penal colony in Australia who
escaped and returned to England. Faithful to the historical figures, rich in Australia’s colonial history, a
meaty, fun read. “Couldn’t wait to get to the end, and
then was sad because it was finished”
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